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In deciding to present now this review of 
data obtained incidental to an extensive 
study of the developmental morphology and 
physiology of the dog, we have been influenced 
by the fact that, although not based upon a 
large number of cases, we have thought it 
sufficiently valuable, and especially in view of 
the length of time which the accumulation of 
this type of information inevitably requires. 
Our own observations already extend over a 
period of some 21 months. 

The only previous study of a similar type 
which we have been able to find is that of 
Evans and Cole.'- Much shorter and less com- 
plete are those of Whitney? and Papanicolau 
and Blau.’ All these studies were based upon 
material comprised of a heterogeneous mixture 
of various breeds and crossbreeds. Our own 
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data, on the other hand, refer exclusively to the 
greyhound bitch. 

In studying the cycle we have followed so 
far as possible the procedure adopted by Evans 
and Cole, 7.e., determination of the sexual con- 
dition has involved (1) examination of external 
genitalia, (2) daily vaginal smears, (8) daily 
tests with vigorous males. The smears were 
fixed in alcohol and stained with either Leish- 
man’s or Robinson’s blood stains, or the 
haematoxylin, water-blue, eosin method of 
Papanicolau. 

The acceptance test only has been taken note 
of as the criterion of heat. This test simply 
consists in allowing the dog and bitch to run 
together and observing whether the female 
would stand for service. The duration of 
oestrus as given (Table I) includes the days 
of first and last acceptance. 


I 


Number of Days 
between first 


Length of Prooestrus, 
1.e., interval between 


Number of ,Days 
between first 


Duration of Oestrus 
in Days, as determined 


appearance of Blood _first appearance of appearance of Blood _ by the Acceptance Test 
Dog Number. | in Smears to first time | Red Blood Corpuscles at Vulva, ‘“ Colour,” (Days of first and last 
Blood is visible in Smears to first to first acceptance. acceptance included). 
at Vulva. acceptance, in Days. 
315 2 10 ? 
321 | 6 22 16 8 
322 8 
324 7 7 7 9 
325 4 8 
326 10 3 
327 5 15 10 9 
328 3 9 6 7 
Also Nos. 316 6 ' 
317 6 
318 7 
319 4 
320 3 | 
Minimum... 2 7 3 | 7 
Maximum... 7 | 22 16 | 9 


| 
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The appearance of red blood corpuscles in 
the smears has been taken as the criterion of 
the commencement of prooestrus, and first 
acceptance as the indication of its end 
(Table I). 


ABBREVIATED PROTOCOLS. 


Dog No. 306. Brindle. No smears taken. 
Bleeding first observed 22.5.37. First service, 
with restraint, 2 p.m., 7.6.37. Second service, 
without restraint, 9.6.37. Autopsy, 4 p.m., 24.6.37. 
— Ages 15 or 17 days. Actual age is 15 
days. 

Dog. No. 307. Dark brindle. No smears taken. 
Bleeding first observed 6.11.37. First service, no 


restraint, 10.30 a.m., 20.11.37. Second service, 
no restraint, 11 a.m., 24.11.37. Autopsy, 5 | Heat 
6.12.37. Fertile. Ages 16) days or 12) days. 
Actual age is 164 days. 

Dog No. 314. Brindle. Not smeared. First 
service, 4 p.m., 4.4.38, no restraint. Second 
service, no restraint, 4 p.m., 6.4.38. Autopsy, 


12 a.m., 23.4.38. Fertile. Ages 19 days 20 hours 
- 17 days 20 hours. Actual age is 19 days 20 
1ours. 

Dog No. 315. Brindle and White. Blood first 
appeared in smears, 4.4.38. Blood first visible 
externally, 6.4.38. First service, no restraint, 
4.30 p.m., 14.4.38. Second service, restrained, 
17.4.38. Autopsy, 5 p.m., 27.4.38. Fertile. Ages 
13 days or 10 days. Actual age is 13 days. 

Dog No. 316. rindle. Blood first appeared 
in smears 1.4.38. Blood first visible externally 
7.4.38. First service, with restraint, 10 a.m., 
19.4.38. Second service, with restraint, 11 a.m., 
19.4.38. Autopsy, 12 a.m., 30.4.38. Tubal ova, 
infertile, 11 days post-coitus. Time of mating 
after blood first visible externally, 12 days. 

Dog No. 317. Black. First appearance of 
blood in smears 15.5.38. Blood first visible 
externally 21.5.38. Service, with restraint, 
2.30 p.m., 3.6.38. Autopsy, 3 p.m., 10.6.38. Tubal 
ova, infertile, 7 days post-coitus. Time of mating 
after first external appearance of blood, 13 days. 
Blood also observed in smears on 1.3.38, 2.3.38, 


3.38. 

Dog No. 318. Fawn. Blood first appeared in 
smears 15.5.38. Blood first visible 
22.5.38. Service, with restraint, 3 p.m., 30.5.38. 
Autopsy, 3 p.m., 10.6.38. Tubal ova, infertile, 
age 11 days post-coitus. Time of mating after 
blood first visible externally 8 days. 

Dog No. 319. Dark fawn. Blood first recog- 
nisable in smears 14.5.38. Blood first’ visible 
externally 18.5.38. Mated, with restraint, 
12.45 p.m., 1.6.38. —, 1 p.m., 29.6.38. 
Uterine ova, infertile, age 28 days post-coitus. 
Time of mating after blood first visible ex- 
ternally, 14 days. 

Dog No. 320. Dark brindle. Blood _ first 
appeared in smears 28.5.38. First sign of blood 
externally 31.5.38. First service, no restraint, 
5 p.m., 13.6.38. Second service, no restraint, 
15.6.38. Autopsy, 3 p.m., 4.8.38. Fertile, age 
50 to 52 days. 

Dog No. 321. Brindle. First appearance of 
blood in smears 19.7.38, with swelling of vulva. 
Blood first visible externally 25.7.38. First 
acceptance, 10.8.38. First service, no restraint, 
12.30 p.m., 10.8.38. Second service, with 
restraint, 14.8.38. Third service, again restraint, 
15.8.38. Last acceptance, 17.8.38. Autopsy, 
19.8.38. Fertile, ages 4, 5 or 9 days. Actual age 
is 8} 

Black. First 


Dog No. 322. acceptance, 


16.10.38. No external bleeding. First service, no 


externally 
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restraint, 3 p.m., 19.10.38. Second, no restraint, 
12 a.m., 20.10.38. Third, no restraint, 5.10 p.m., 
24.10.38. Autopsy, 3 p.m., 30.10.38. Fertile, ages 
6, 10 or 11 days. Actual age is 10 to 11 days. 
N.B.—This bitch showed no bleeding at any 
time before and during heat. 

Dog No, 323. White and Fawn. Blood 
appeared in smears and vulva already swollen 
26.10.38. First acceptance, 29.10.38. First ser- 
vice, no restraint, 31.10.38. Second, no restraint, 
4.11.38. Both at 3 p.m. Autopsy, 3 p.m., 7.11.38. 
Fertile, ages 3 days or 7 days. Actual age is 7 


ays. 

Dog No. 324. Dark brindle. Blood in smear 
26.10.38. No further blood in smears up to 9.1.39. 
Blood first visible externally 16.1.39. and vulva 
swollen. First acceptance, 23.1.39. First service, 
no restraint, 7 p.m., 23.1.39. Second service, no 
restraint, 8.30 p.m., 28.1.39. Autopsy, 5.30 p.m., 
2.2.39. Fertile, ages 5 or 10 days post-coitus. 
Actual age is 74 to 8 days. 

Dog No. 325. Fawn. First appearance of 
blood externally and vulva swollen 6.2.39. First 
acceptance,  10.2.39. Service, no_ restraint, 
10.35 a.m., 13.2.39. Autopsy whilst still accept- 
ing, 18.2.39, 2 p.m. Fertile, age 5 days 4 hours 
post-coitus. Actual age is also 5 days 4 hours. 

Dog No. 326. Brindle. Blood first appeared in 
smears 10.2.39. Vulva first showed swelling, 
15.2.39. Blood first visible externally 17.2.39. 
First service, no restraint, 3.20 p.m., 24.2.39. 
Second service, no restraint, 12.30 p.m., 25.2.39. 
Autopsy, 3.15 p.m., 27.2.39. Fertile. Tubal ova, 
ose 2 days 2 hours or 3 days. Actual age is 3 

ays. 

Dog No. 327. Fawn. First appearance of blood 
in smears 7.7.39. Blood first visible externally 
12.7.39. Vulva markedly swollen, 16.7.39. First 
acceptance, 22.7.39. Still bleeding, 23.7.39. Ser- 
vice, without restraint, 3 p.m., 24.7.39. Last 
acceptance, 31.7.39. Autopsy, 3.15 p.m., 3.2.39. 
Fertile, age post-coitus, 10 days. Actual age as 
indicated by developmental condition is 6 days. 

N.B.—Blood was recognisable in the smears 
from 24.10.38 to 31.10.38, and on this last day 
blood was visible externally and the vulva 
swollen. No evidence of acceptance was given, 
although tested daily with the males, between 
24.10.38 and 22.7.39, until this last_ date. 

Dog No. 328. White and Black. First ~ 
ance of blood in smears 17.7.39. Blood first 
visible externally 20.7.39. First acceptance, 
1 p.m., 26.7.39. Service. with restraint, 29.7.39. 
Last acceptance, 2.8.39. Autopsy, 1 p.m., 8.8.39. 
Fertile, age 10 days. 


THe VAGINAL SMEARS. 


In observing the smears we have paid atten- 
tion to the relative occurrence of four elements, 
namely, nucleated cells derived from the 
vaginal epithelium, larger cells either non- 
nucleated or containing only a nuclear vestige, 
i.e., So-called “ cornified,’ also derived from the 
vaginal epithelium, polymorphonuclear leuco- 
cytes and red blood corpuscles. 

In anoestrus (Fig. 1) the vaginal fluid is 
usually abundant and the smears contain large 
numbers of the nucleated epithelial cells and 
polymorphs, the proportions of which have been 
found to show considerable fluctuation. Occa- 
sionally one observes a few non-nucleated cells. 

The initiation of prooestrus is indicated by 
the occurrence of red blood corpuscles in 


Fic. 1.-—Microphotograph of the vaginal smear Fic. 2.—Microphotograph of the vaginal smear 
from Dog No. 327 on 9.6.39, showing desqua- from Dog No. 316 on 2.4.38, the second day of 
mated, nucleated vaginal epithelium cells and prooestrus. Note the presence of scattered red 

polymorphs, and typical of anoestrus. blood corpuscles besides the nucleated epithelial 


cells and polymorphs. 


Kia. 3. Microphotograph of the vaginal sinear 

from Dog No. 317 on 25.35.38. “e., four days after 

the first sign of bleeding externally, and typical 

of late prooestrus. Desquamated and cornified 

vaginal epithelium cells and abundant, clumped 
red blood corpuscles only. 


Fic. 4.—Microphotograph of the vaginal smear Fic. 5. Microphotograph of the vaginal smear 
from Dog No. 314 on 5.4.38, typical of full from Dog No. 327 on 1.8.39, the first day follow- 
oestrus. Cornified vaginal epithelium cells, ing that of last acceptance, and typical of 
some with vestigial nuclei, and red blood mefoestrus and early pregnancy.  Nucleated 


corpuscles. epithelial cells. red blood corpuscles and poly- 
morphs. the datter especially abundant and 
dominating the smear. 
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greater or lesser number in the smears (Fig. 2). 
Later, at the time when external “ bleeding” 
is recognisable, the smear characteristics 
undergo a striking change, involving (a) the 
appearance of great numbers of the “cornified” 
epithelial cells and (b) a great reduction, even 
to zero, in the number of the sinaller nucleated 
epithelial cells and polymorphs. Fig. 3 shows a 
smear typical of this period. 

In our experience the oestrous smear corre- 
sponds with that of late prooestrus, .e., it con- 
sists of “ cornified’ epithelial cells and = red 
blood corpuscles almost exclusively. Rarely do 
polymorphs or nucleated epithelial cells persist 
throughout oestrus. Equally rarely red 
corpuscles disappear from the smear before the 
end of oestrus. Fig. 4. shows a smear taken 
from a bitch in active oestrus, 

In the few cases in which we have been able 
to take smears following last acceptance, we 
have found metoestrus heralded, almost to the 
day, by the sudden appearance of large 
numbers of polymorphs (Fig. 5), quickly 
followed by the reappearance of the smaller, 
nucleated epithelial cells. 

So far as the vaginal smears go, our observa- 
tions correspond closely with those of Evans 
and Cole. We differ from them in so far as, 
with the exception of the unique case of Dog 
No. 822, we have invariably found it possible 
to recognise red blood corpuscles in the smears 
before blood is visible externally (colour) over 
periods ranging from two to seven days (see 
Table 1). Evans and Cole never recognised this 
appearance of blood in the smears previous to 
its becoming visible externally, and = conse- 
quently took the latter sign as indicative of the 
advent of prooestrus. As already mentioned 
we have taken the first appearance of red blood 
corpuscles in the smears as indication, since it 
is undoubtedly more precise. Our estimate of 
the length of prooestrus thus differs from 
theirs in this respect. 


BLEEDING. 


It has long been known in a general fashion 
that bleeding from the genitals characterises 
the period immediately preceding heat in the 
bitch, and it seems to have been commonly 
accepted that bleeding ceases when active heat 
supervenes. We are in agreement with Evans 
and Cole that bleeding does not usually cease 
at first acceptance but at a time which varies 
from the second to later days of oestrus, and 
that it may also continue through to metoestrus. 
We have also observed further bleeding, follow- 
ing coitus, in animals which had previously 
ceased to bleed, in several cases. It follows 
that the duration of visible bleeding from the 
vulva may therefore actually vary from 7 to 
21 days. 

In view of the long inter-oestrous period in 
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the bitch, the question may naturally be asked 
us to whether bleeding is peculiar to prooestrus 
and oestrus, or may also take place during the 
long inter-oestrous period. VPapanicolau and 
Blau, and also Lee (see Hartmant), have both 
asserted that blood may be observed in the 
anoestrous smear at periodic intervals, but 
ivans and Cole were unable to confirm this in 
four animals which they followed by means of 
daily smears throughout the entire anoestrus. 
We have records of three animals in which 
bleeding not associated with heat or its advent, 
occurred. Dog No. 317 showed occasional red 
blood corpuscles in the smears from 1.3.38 to 


3.3.38, but bleeding associated with  pro- 
oestrus did not appear until 15.5.38, 
approximately two-and-a-half months later. 


Dog No. 324 showed blood in smears on 26.10.38, 
but again bleeding associated with a definite 
prooestrus did not occur for a further two- 
and-a-half months, i.e., until 9.1.39. Our last 
case, Dog No. 327, presents features of special 
interest. This bitch gave blood in the smear on 
24.10.38. The amount increased during the next 
seven days and on 31.10.38 blood visible 
externally and the vulva swollen. But daily 
tests with males were entirely negative until 
22.7.39, i.e., nearly nine months later. Smears 
taken on 10.11.38 and 11.11.88 show a typical 
metoestrous wave of polymorphs, which holds 
for about one month subsequently. It would 
seem then that between 24.10.38 and 10.11.38 
the generative organs of this bitch underwent 
the changes characteristic of prooestrus and 
oestrus, but there was no accompanying exhi- 
bition of the instinctive behaviour normally 
associated with these changes. 

We have thus some indication of the normal 
occurrence of bleeding unassociated with pro- 
oestrus and oestrus, but like Evans and Cole 
we have found no evidence of periodic bleeding 
during anoestrus. Jt is extremely doubtful 
whether the bleeding observed during anoestrus 
in the cases of Nos. 317 and 3824 is to be taken 
as evidence of a suppressed oestrous period, as 
according to the ideas of Papanicolau and Blau. 

We have found no report im the literature 
of the alternative phenomenon, namely, the 
occurrence of prooestrus and oestrus un- 
accompanied by bleeding. Yet we have one case 
in which this actually occurred. We refer to 
Dog No. 322. This bitch showed no bleeding at 
any time before, or during, heat. She was first 
observed to be standing for service on 16.10.88, 
Services were allowed on 19.10.38, 20.10.38 and 
24.10.38, and on 30.10.38 eggs fertile from the 
first service were recovered. 


MATING. 


The possibility that there might be an opti- 
mum time-point in the cycle for mating with 
the special intent of obtaining pregnancy, is, of 


| 

| 
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Taste II 
Time Interval, in Days, between Time of Mating (fertile 
Number of Days from Mating (fertile Matings only) and Matings only) in Oestrus, 
Dog first appearance of first Day of Oestrus, ‘Total 
Number. | Blood externally to first (a) First appearance of | (6) Blood first | reckoned as the first Day Length of 
acceptance. Red Blood Corpuscles __ visible at on which the Bitch Oestrus, 
in Vaginal Smear. Vulva. would accept. in Days. 
306 | 18 
307 | 14 
315 8 10 8 | Ist day 
320 17 14 | 
321 16 32 16 _ a 8 
4th , 8+ 
324 7 14 7 Ist 9 
325 4 7 4th 8 
326 3 14 7 5th , 
327 10 17 12 | 3rd, 9 
28 6 12 9 4th 7 
No.ofcases 7 7 10 8 6 


course, of particular interest. Our data as set 
out in Table II, however, clearly militate 
against this, at least up to the end of the first 
half of active oestrus. Table IL contains no 
indication that such an optimum day exists, 
either with respect to (a) time of first appear- 
ance of blood in the vaginal smears, (b) time 
of first appearance of blood externally (colour), 
or (c) time of first acceptance, i.e., day of 
oestrus. Our evidence with respect to (d) time 
of cessation of external bleeding and (e) time 
of swelling of the vulva, is equally negative. 

The final answer to this question really de- 
pends, however, on whatever conclusions we may 
come to regarding: firstly, ovulation, whether it 
is spontaneous and occurs at some definite point 
in the cycle or is dependent on mating; and, 
secondly, the time of survival of active- 
spermatozoa in the female generative tract. We 
think these of sufficient importance to justify a 
review of the whole of the available data bear- 
ing on them. 


OVULATION. 


As we have just said, the question at issue is 
whether ovulation is spontaneous and occurs at 
some definite point in the cycle, or is dependent 
in some way on coitus. Three workers have 
previously been concerned to attempt to decide 
this. 

Bischoff? found that ovulation had occurred 
in one bitch killed immediately after the first 
coitus, had not occurred in one killed five hours 
after, but had also occurred in three killed 
18} to 21 hours after. Finally he found ova 


well advanced in tubal journey in some animals 
killed immediately after their first copulation. 
His conclusion was, therefore, that ovulation 
was spontaneous. 

Ancel and Bouin® found that ovulation had 
occurred in three animals killed in heat but 


which had been kept isolated, i.c.. that ovula- 
tion is spontaneous. 

The investigations of Evans and Cole were 
more thorough. They found ovulation to have 
occurred in three out of four animals killed 24 
hours after the first evidence of acceptance of 
the male, i.e., on the second day of oestrus. 
Two of these had been allowed to copulate, 
and it was in one of these two that ovulation 
had not occurred. Ovulation had also occurred 
in all of three animals killed on the third day 
of oestrus without being allowed to copulate, 
in two with a similar history killed on the 
fourth day and in one killed at the time of first 
acceptance. Evans and Cole accepted these 
nine cases as proof that ovulation occurs early 
in oestrus, usually on the second day. 

Since in all these cases the females had been 
introduced to active males and had also 
suffered the introduction into the vagina of 
spatulae for the taking of smears, it was clear 
that no conclusions could legitimately be 
arrived at as regards spontaneity, since these 


procedures might easily bring ovulation- 
stimulating factors, psychic or mechanical 
respectively, into operation. To secure con- 


clusive proof of spontaneity, three control 
animals were put aside and killed at what must 
have been approximately the end of the first 
week of oestrus. In all three corpora lutea a 
few days old were encountered, conclusive 
proof that ovulation is spontaneous. The final 
conclusion is, therefore, that ovulation occurs 
early in oestrus, usually on the second day, 
and is spontaneous. 

In view of the length of active oestrus 
ovulation so early seems teleologically un- 
reasonable, as Hartman’ points out. Taken in 
conjunction with the statements of breeders 
that fertility may result from copulation late 
in oestrus, not having previously been allowed, 
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it leads to the deduction of a longer viability of 
the dog’s ovum than that known for any other 
mammal, or to the deduction of a_ second 
induced ovulation. Evans and Cole tested this 
Jast point by mating two animals, one on the 
sixth day of oestrus and the other on the 
eleventh, and sacrificing them on the eighth 
and thirteenth days respectively. Ova were 
found in the uterine portion of the tube show- 
ing male and female pronuclei in the first case, 
and in both cases both ovaries showed a single 
and not two crops of corpora lutea, whence it 
was concluded that the presumed spontaneous 
ovulation of early oestrus was not followed by 
another induced ovulation, the effect of coitus 
on the sixth or eleventh day. Further, the first 
case appears to demonstrate that the dog's 
ovum survives and is capable of fertilisation 
for at least four days after ovulation, and from 
the experience of breeders it may be deduced 
that this survival time can be doubled. These 


further conclusions have again received Hart-- 


man's criticism, on the grounds that the time 
of ovulation was not checked by laparotomy 
previous to mating. 

Our own observations relate to ovulation- 
time and viability. On the question of spon- 
taneity we have no evidence, but in any case 
this, we think, is to be regarded as proved. A 
glance at the fourth column in Table IT is 
suflicient to show that in general our results 
harmonise with those of Evans and Cole, no 
mating having taken place later than the fifth 
day of oestrus. “Nos. 324, 321 and 327 merit 
more detailed consideration. No. 324 was mated 
twice in an hour on the first day of oestrus 
and twice again on the sixth day. The _ post- 
coitus age of the fertile eggs recovered on the 
tenth day following the first service was, there- 
fore, 5 or 10 days. The condition of the eggs, 
however, indicates that their developmental age 
can only be 74 to 8 days. Ovulation must, there- 
fore, have occurred on the third day of oestrus. 
Similar reasoning leads to a deduction of the 
second day in the case of No. 321 for ovulation. 
In the case of No. 327 the position is simpler. 
Service was allowed at 3 p.m. on the third day 
of oestrus and fertile eggs were recovered at 
an autopsy at 3.15 p.m. on the eleventh day 
following the day of service. The condition of 
these eggs unmistakably indicates their develop- 
mental age as not more than seven days. 
Ovulation must, therefore, have occurred as 
late as the sixth day of oestrus. 

Although we have as yet no direct evidence 
it must be admitted that the facts set out in 
Table Il, coupled with the study of the develop- 
mental condition of the eggs recovered in each 
case, afford strong indication for a viability of 
the dog’s ovum of not less than 48 hours. 

Finally a study of the developmental condi- 
tion of the various eggs recovered in the 
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batches from Nos. 325, 323 and 327 appears to 
confirm to some extent the assertion of Ancel 
and Bouin of the successive rupture of follicles 
over a period of days. Ancel and Bouin reached 
this conclusion as a result of finding ripe folli- 
cles and very recent corpora lutea present in 
the ovaries in two dogs autopsied in active 
oestrus. In our case, No. 325 (5 days 4 hours) 
yielded eggs ranging from a single, uncleaved 
ovum to the four-celled stage. In the batch 
from No. 327 (6 to 7 days) the developmental 
condition of the eggs ranged from the 2-celled 
to the 16-celled stage, and in No. 323 (7 days) 
from the 2-celled to the 30-celled stage. Such 
variation in developmental condition certainly 
suggests that follicles may successively rupture 
over some 24 to possibly 72 hours. 


VIABILITY OF SPERMATOZOA. 

The only evidence available regarding the 
viability and retention of fertilising capacity of 
sperm in the genital tract of the bitch appears 
to be that we have ourselves obtained from 
log No. 327. This bitch, it will be recalled, was 
mated on the third day of acceptance only, but 
when autopsied ten days later the develop- 
mental condition of the fertile ova recovered 
showed them to be 6 to 7 days old, certainly 
not more than 7. Thus ovulation occurred on 
the sixth day and sperms must have remained 
in the generative tract of this bitch, retaining 
their fertilising power, for some 84 + 12 hours. 

We should perhaps also mention here the 
curious condition found in No, 826. This bitch 
was autopsied two days after the last service, 
three days after the first. On preparing 
sections of the whole of the tube and upper 
portion of the uterine cornu, fertile eggs but no 
trace of sperms, were found in the tube, 
although many sperms were found in the 
deepest portion of the glands in the uterine 
cornu. 


MATING AND RESTRAINT. 

It is a curious fact that in all those cases, 
namely, Nos. 306, 316, 317, 318 and 319, for 
which non-fertile matings were recorded, the 
bitch was restrained, i.e., muzzled and held by 
the collar, during mating. In no case could the 
infertility be attributed to the male, nor could 
there be any doubt that all these bitches were 
in active oestrus. In view of the fact that in 
all our other animals in which more than one 
mating was allowed, no restraint being applied 
in the first mating at least, fertility has 
invariably been the result of the first Mating, 
the case of No. 306 is of interest. For the first 
service the bitch was muzzled and held, but two 
days later she was allowed to mate with the 
same dog without any restraint whatsoever. 
Subsequent work has established this second 
mating as the one responsible for the blasto- 
cysts recovered 15 days later from the uterus. 
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The possibility has to be borne in mind, of 
course, that ovulation did not occur until after 
the second mating, although the data in Table II 
would tend to discount this. 

It is difficult to escape the conclusion that the 
application of restraint during mating seriously 
interferes in a high percentage of cases with 
the sequence of processes essential to securing 
fertile ova, which sequence normally obtains 
when mating is free and unrestricted. In view 
of the established spontaneity of ovulation in 
the bitch, we imagine that the point of inter- 
ference might well be with a reflex stimulation 
of the tubal, uterine, cervical or perhaps 
vaginal activity, upon which sperm transport 
probably depends. 


Summary 


(1) It is possible to detect blood in vaginal 
smears taken from greyhound bitches from 
2 to 7 days before blood is first visible 
externally. 

(2) The length of prooestrus, reckoned from 
the time of first appearance of blood in the 
vaginal smears to first acceptance of the male, 
varied from 7 to 22 days in six animals. 

(3) The duration of oestrus, as determined 
by the acceptance test, and including the days 
of first and last acceptance, varied from 7 to 9 
days in six animals. 

(4) Oestrus usually commences at least 1 
to 2 days before the end of external “ bleed- 
ing” (colour). A bitch may continue to show 
colour throughout oestrus even into 
metoestrus. One case is recorded in which a 
bitch developed colour and a swollen vulva, but 
never exhibited the instinctive behaviour of 
heat. A case is also recorded of a bitch which 
came into heat without showing any blood at 
any time before or during heat. 

(5) It is impossible to pick out a constant 
optimum day for mating with respect to the 
time of appearance of blood in the smears or 
at the vulva, or its time of disappearance, or 
to vulval swelling. 

(6) Agreement is recorded with previous 
authors as to spontaneity of ovulation, which 
usually oecurs on the first to fourth day of 
acceptance. One case of ovulation on the sixth 
day is recorded. 

Ovulation is probably successive, follicle by 
follicle, and takes 1 to 3 days. The viability 
of the ovum is probably not less than 48 hours. 

(7). Sperms have been shown to retain their 
fertilising capacity within the generative tract 
of the female for 84 + 12 hours. 

(8) Restraint, ie., muzzling and _ holding, 


during mating, may so interfere with the pro- 
cesses normally involved in reproduction as to 
render matings non-fertile in a high percentage 
of cases. 

(9) The best mating procedure would seem 
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to be to allow free and unmolested mating on 
the second or third day of acceptance. 

We wish to record our thanks to our assistants, 
Mr. H. Burgess and Mr. J. E. Hancock; to the 
former for his care and assistance in making 
the observations, and to the latter for the micro- 
photographs shown in Figs. 1 to 5. 

The microphotographs are all reproduced at 
a magnification of 225 diameters. 
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The Present Prospects of 
the Commercial Horse 


Ww is a great and stern teacher. It brings 
home to us all the realities of life, and 
above all it causes us to take stock of our 
resources and to recognise those things which 
are essential to our very existence. Since the 
last war we have lived increasingly in a 
mechanical age. The machine has been fostered 
and encouraged often to the detriment of crafts- 
manship and in spite of its deleterious effect on 
certain organised home activities or industries. 

In no sphere has this transition been more 


marked than in the realms of transport. Two 
great national assets have been seriously 


affected, namely, the railways and the horse- 
breeding and transport industries. Both of 
‘these great services have protested and cried 
aloud in vain for help against the inroads of the 
internal combustion engine, and yet they have 
seen their livelihood threatened and received 
little or no sympathy or encouragement. The 
railways have been seriously embarrassed and 
the horse has been driven almost off the streets. 
The favoured position that has been gained by 
motor traction cannot always be justified on 
the grounds of super-efficiency, reliability, or 
even for commercial reasons. 

The craving for speed and to be in the fashion 
has effectively shut the public’s eye to the 
harm that was being done to other essential 
interests. Unfortunately the protagonists in 
support of the petrol engine have been possessed 
of great influence. In the case of road trans- 
port, they have been able to promote agitation 
in the public Press in their endeavour to keep 
their humble competitor off the streets. The 
horse has been called an obstructor and a defiler 
of our roads, although that term could with 
more truth have been applied to the great 
juggernauts of iron and steel which have become 
2 public danger and a greater killer of mankind 
than even our old enemy, pneumonia. The 
present armed conflict has focused attention on 
transport. It is realised that if we are to 
succeed in our effort to win the war we must 
make full use of all our essential services, and 
especially must we encourage those which can 
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be supported by the natural resources of these 
islands. To keep large numbers of motor vans, 
lorries and cars on the road necessitates the 
use of many ships which could be utilised to 
better advantage. Practically all the needs of a 
motor engine have to be supplied from abroad. 

Horse transport is in an entirely different 
category. To a great extent it is an industry 
which can be supported by home products. The 
horse is bred in this country, by his work on 
the farm he is self-supporting from the age of 
two years, and he is a valuable commercial 
asset to the farmer when five years old. In the 
past many farmers looked to their horses to 
pay the rent. His food, shoes and harness, and 
indeed all his equipment, can be produced in 
the British Isles, and so give encouragement to 
home industry. During his life he provides 
some of the natural manure essential to arable 
husbandry, and especially to market gardeners, 
and which, in spite of all the advances of 
chemical science, is unequalled in the results 
which it yields. When beyond commercial use, 
in transport, his body yields valuable products 
for many essential industries and if needs be 
may form a valuable reserve to our fresh meat 
stores. 

Horse transport gives an opportunity to the 
small man. Initial costs and maintenance are 
relatively low. In certain circumstances which 
we hope to see elaborated later in our columns 
the horse is probably more efficient over short 
distances than any motor and certainly there is 
not the grave danger to the populace who make 
use of the streets. 

Let us hope that out of evil will come good, 
and that the present tendency to revert to horse 
transport owing to the emergency of the war 
may be a permanent feature of our national 
life, and that many of the vexations, regula- 
tions, and agitations which have had an adverse 
effect in the past may be so modified as to give 
encouragement to farmers, transport workers, 
and all whose welfare is bound up with that of 
the horse. The late Earl Haig said that one of 
the factors of our success in the Great War 
was the superiority of our army horses and 
mules over those of the enemy. It may be that 
the commercial transport horse will have the 
opportunity of showing a similar superiority on 
the home front during this present war. 

There are many varieties of horses in daily 
use, but it is the one working in transport and 
on the farm which is essential to our country. 
The present emergency gives him a chance to 


(Concluded at foot of column 1, page 1286) 
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[The Treatment of Cutaneous Staphylococcal 
Infection in the Dog with a Sulphamide 
Derivative; « (p. aminobenzene sulphamide) 
pyridine. (Trans. title.) Henry, A., and 
Guitnon, J. 1989.) Bull, Acad. vét. France. 
12. 92.} 

The results of the treatment of cutaneous 
staphylococcic eruptions in dogs with autogenous 
and mixed stock vaccines have not been con- 
vincing. a (p. aminobenzene  sulphamide) 
pyridine (M& B693), which is said to have a 
marked antistaphylococceal action, was used by 
the authors on a series of affected dogs. Three 
protocols are given. One dog had interdigital 
cysts; the second had a facial infection and the 
third a generalised skin infection plus an asso- 
ciated demodectic infection. The dogs were 
given repeated intravenous injections of an 
alkaline solution of M& B6O3. At the same 
time OS grm. capsules were given orally. In 
each case there was a rapid regression of the 
disease and in the first two cases recovery 
ensued. In the third, whilst the lesions sub- 
sided, the animal developed paralysis of the 
hind legs, but the authors do not consider that 
this was due in any way to M& B693. The 
authors conclude that the agent employed is a 
valuable addition to chemotherapeutic agents 
against cutaneous staphylococcal infections. 


{The Concentration of Sulphanilamide in the 
Blood and Milk of Cattle and its effect on 


Brucella abortus and Streptococcal Infections © 


of the Bovine Udder. Mitver, W. T., 
(. K., Murpock, F. M., and Hetsuman, J. O. 
(1939.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Assoc. 94. 161.] 


Five lactating cows, in which the udders were 
infected with Br. abortus, were treated with 
sulphanilamide given in water by stomach 
tube. Dosage was continued for four to six 
days and the concentration of the drug in the 
blood and milk was estimated colorimetrically. 
It was found that an initial dose of O-4 grim. 
per kilo body weight followed by doses of 
O2 grm. per kilo body weight would produce 


prove that the equine race is not a thing of the 
past, no matter how humble his station may be 
in life. The horse is staging a come-back. The 
benefits to be derived from horse transport may 
be so great that when the war is over, the horse 
will hold his rightful place in the face of all 
competitors, 


100 «ec. blood. Direct culture from the milk 
failed to show any bactericidal activity of the 
drug, neither was any significant change 
observed in the agglutination titres of the blood 
and milk. 

Two cows with udders infected by strepto- 
cocci of Lancefield’s group B were similarly 
treated; the infection was eliminated in one 
while the condition of the other was unchanged. 

Large doses of sulphanilamide produced a 
decrease in appetite and milk production, while 
a rise in temperature occurred when the 
administration of the drug was stopped. 


| Treatment of Bovine Fascioliasis with Carbon 
tetrachloride. Evans, S. A. (1937.) Annual 

Rep. Vety Dept. Tanganyika Ter, 26-27. ] 

Bovine fascioliasis is a major disease in 
Tanganyika, especially in the southern high- 
lands and in Ufipa. The conditions favouring it 
favour strongylosis, so that all farm 
ruminants in the affected areas are heavily 
infected with more than one species of hel- 
minth, although adult cattle suffer most 
from liver flukes. 

Diagnosis can be made with some confidence 
epidemiologically and clinically, but confirma- 
tion is desirable by finding the eggs in the 
faeces. Faeces were examined by sedimentation 
rather than by flotation. If, on three successive 
days, sedimentations of faeces are made and 
three coverslip preparations of each are = ex- 
amined and no eggs of Fasciola are found, this 
is almost, but not quite, conclusive evidence 
that the animal is free of Fasciola. 

Eggs of Fasciola gigantica are with difficulty 
distinguished from those of the Paramphistome 
common in the first and second stomachs of 
cattle. The eggs of Fasciola are smaller, with a 
less distinct operculum and yellow; those of 
the paramphistome are never yellow. 

Carbon tetrachloride is the most economical 
and effective treatment. Experiments made 
with twelve Ankole cattle (ten cows and two 
bulls) given a full mineral supplement for two 
weeks before dosing, showed that 5 cc. of 
carbon tetrachloride was safe for an adult 
native ox and might remove adult flukes from 
the liver. All cattle on the Njombe stock-farm 
are given this dose twice a year, without pre- 
liminary bone-meal feed. : 

Liver flukes are long-lived. In one ox, liver 
flukes were found seven years after its arrival 
from an area where liver fluke infection is not 
known and where three years was the longest 
time flukes had been known to survive. 

G. 
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| Treatment of Noma in Dogs with Trypaflavine. 
(Trans. title.) GRATZL, (1938. ) Wien. 
tierdrstl. Mschr. 25. 497-502.] 


Three cases of noma  (fuso-spirochaetal 
ulcerative stomatitis) were successfully treated 
by the daily application of aqueous-alcoholic 
trypaflavine (trypaflavine 1 grm., water 49 grm., 
methyl alcohol 100 grm.). The dogs were 
treated for 15 to 18 days, after which period 
the ulcers had granulated. Two cases remained 
well and the other had two relapses and was 
destroyed. 

Arsenic compounds were found useless against 


noma, 
J. E. 


|The Beginning of Ossification of the Lateral 
Cartilages. (Trans. title.) Miitter. (1939.) 
Tierarstl. Rdsch. Jan. 29th. 90-92. | 


This is a very interesting and valuable 
account of the macroscopic and microscopic ex- 
amination of the lateral cartilages in 41 horses. 
A particularly interesting observation was that 
in ten cases there were islets of bone within the 
lateral cartilages which were not connected 
with the os pedis. In six there was in addition 
ossification proceeding from the latter site 
whilst in the remaining four cases this was 
absent. 

Histological examination showed that ossifica- 
tion from the os jiedis begins by the entry into 
the cartilage of blood vessels from the bone 
marrow of the adjacent portion of the pedal 
bone. The cartilage is largely removed and 
replaced by bone formed by osteoblasts which 
migrate into the cartilage with the vessels. The 
islets of bone which were found within the 
lateral cartilages developed from undifferen- 
tiated mesenchyme cells already present within 
small cavities in the cartilage. Direct meta- 
plasia of the ground substance of the cartilage 
into bone appears to take place. 

It is important to note that ossification from 
the os pedis always took place from the same 
site—the upper edge of the wing (“ Fersen- 
winkel 


There is little danger of large-scale food con- 
tamination by gas attack. This was one of the 
facts disclosed by Dr. A. P. B. Page, of the 
Entomological Research Station of Imperial 
College, Slough, when addressing a conference 
of the Food Group of the Society of Chemical 
Industry in London. The subject of the con- 
ference, which is one of a series held under the 
auspices of the Society of Chemical Industry, 
was “ Decontamination of Foodstuffs affected by 
Poisonous Gases,” and among those taking part 
were leading scientists in every branch of the 
food industry in this country. 
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REPORT 


| Nigeria: ANNUAL RepoRT ON THE VETERINARY 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1937. Printed and 

Published by the Government Printer, Lagos, 

1939. | 

It is to be regretted that the publication of 
this valuable report compiled by Mr. W. W. 
Henderson, Director of Veterinary Services, and 
Mr. R. W. M. Mettam, Veterinary Pathologist, 
has been so Jong delayed, and in 
accordance with the instructions of the Chief 
Secretary the details of the work accomplished 
by them and their indefatigable staffs have had 
to be “reduced to a minimum.” The delay in 
the publication of the report is not only a 
serious loss to science but unfair to the writers 
whose only reward is the recognition of their 
services, 

The importance and responsibility of the 
Nigerian Veterinary Service is revealed by the 
large number of animal diseases which it has 
successfully controlled. Thus the report shows 
that the live stock for the year 1937 numbered 
approximately three million cattle, two million 
sheep, five-and-a-half million goats, eighty-three 
thousand uncastrated horses, ninety-three thou- 
sand nares and nearly half-a-million donkeys. 
Of these over half-a-million cattle were im- 
munised or treated during that year against 
rinderpest; four hundred thousand against 
blackquarter; one hundred thirty-eight 
thousand against pleuro-pneumonia; thirty-four 
thousand against anthrax; and eight thousand 
were treated with tartar emetic for trypano- 
somiasis. It would be interesting to learn the 
figures for 1988S which might indicate the 
practical results of this colossal campaign. 

In addition, the department played an 
important part in organising various profitable 
branches of the pastoral industry, as, for ex- 
ample, the hide and skin improvement scheme, 
the production of clarified butter fat, the 
transport of fresh milk, and the development of 
the goat industry. A special section of the 
report is devoted to a careful study by Mr. 
W. G. Beaton, Senior Veterinary Officer, of the 
causes of the mortality which handicapped the 
latter all-important industry Northern 
Nigeria. 

With regard to the animal diseases which 
have demanded the special activities of the de- 
partment, we are told “ the staff available at 
the laboratory and the financial provision have 
been sufficient to do litthe more than maintain 
the production of anti-rinderpest) serum and 
the various vaccines at the required high level, 
and it has not been possible, desirable as it 
undoubtedly is, to conduct) any appreciable 
amount of research work.” The hope is ex- 
pressed that during the coming year, “ addi- 
tional staff may be available to tackle some of 
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the disease problems that await attention.” 
Nevertheless, the figures already quoted bear 
witness to the valuable work achieved under 
adverse conditions, and many useful observa- 
tions were made. The preparation and applica- 
tion of anti-rinderpest virus, serum, and spleen 
vaccine in itself proved a stupendous task, but 
the practical benefits resulting fully justified 
the effort, as is shown by the “ absence of any 
widespread outbreaks of rinderpest during the 
year” and the fact that “ only strictly localised 
outbreaks occurred with a small mortality in 
each case.” Moreover, the security afforded by 
the life-long immunity against rinderpest which 
the sero-virus inoculation gives is now encourag- 
ing cattle-owners to cull their inferior stock and 
by selective breeding to build up improved herds. 
“Until some policy of co-ordinated action can 
be put into practice and so long as the menace 
ef the introduction of rinderpest from other 
territories remains, so long must Nigeria con- 
tinue to protect its vast cattle population by 
the continuance of the present campaign of 
immunisation.” In this connection it is of 
interest to note that the vaccination with 
rinderpest-spleen-vaccine has played a_ useful 
part in protecting, if only temporarily, cattle in 
transit. Thus, “At Lorin control post, which is the 
main bottle-neck of the cattle trade routes going 
south, only on three occasions during the year 
has rinderpest been detected and only twelve 
animals out of nearly 100,000 which crossed 
the Jebba Bridge before entering Llorin were 
found infected. Men who have been in the 
cattle trade for a number of years welcome 
these measures of prevention which have re- 
duced the losses on the journey from 20 per 
cent. to about 3 per cent., and even these are 


usually forced sales resulting from lameness, ~ 


injury and trypanosomiasis very good 
example of the value of the practical applica- 
tion of scientific knowledge. Indeed the report 
is of such intense interest and practical 
importance that readers would be well advised 
to secure a copy which is obtainable via any 
bookseller from H.M. Stationery Office, London. 


It is impossible in this brief review to deal 
adequately with every section of it, but special 
attention should be drawn to that part relating 
to trypanosomiasis. While this disease varies 
little in its incidence from year to year it is 
responsible for a considerable annual mortality, 
both directly and indirectly. “ An appreciable 
percentage of the cattle population of Northern 
Nigeria exists in a state of premunition and 
under normal conditions shows no symptoms of 
ill health. It is only during the course of an 
intercurrent disease or as the result of over- 
work, under-feeding or exposure to inclement 
weather that the premunition breaks down. 

. In the Northern Province, among the 


Zebu cattle the mortality in some of the tsetse- 
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fly areas is high. But even among the Zebu 
cattle in the north some degree of resistance 
to the local strains or type of trypanosome is 
also to be found. The resistance to trypano- 
somes possessed by these cattle is the result of 
exposure to continuous infection from birth 
possibly superimposed on some _ degree of 
inherited resistance.” 

These observations are in accordance with 
the views expressed by Bevan. {Transactions of 
the Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. 
1928, vol. xxii (2), 147-156, and 1936, xxx (2), 
199-206.] In effect, his experiments went to 
prove the accuracy of the statement in the 
report under review which reads, “ It seems in 
nature that the resistance acquired by adult 
animals is due to exposure to continuous 
infection commencing at birth, as occurs in 
animals living in the denser fly belts. When, 
however, the initial exposure is delayed until 
the animals are older and have lost any calf 
resistance they may have had, as may occur in 
the areas of light tsetse-fly infestation, the 
infection causes severe clinical symptoms and 
often the death of the animal.” 

L. E. W. B. 


HOPE FOR HORSE-BREEDING 


“For some time prior to the existing crisis 
trade for horses had lapsed considerably from 
the healthier basis of two years ago,” states the 
Farming News of October 13th, in a leading 
article, headed as above, which continues: “With 
the introduction of the scheme for the ploughing 
up of grasslands with its accompanying subsidy 
of £2 per acre, there was certainly a suggestion 
of a better demand arising for good work horses 
although it was recognised that such additional 
cultivation work would fall largely upon the 
tractor. That idea was certainly well founded, 
but with the outbreak of war there arose an 
increased demand for tractors otherwise, and it 
soon became evident that there was likely to be 
an almost certain revival of the demand for 
horses. That is evidently materialising now. It 
was quite obvious in the results of the great four 
days’ sale of Clydesdales at Lanark last week. 
It would have been noted that in every class of 
Clydesdales disposed of the average price dis- 
closed a substantial increase compared with last 


year. 

“Recent sales in England have also disclosed 
» distinct strengthening of trade, and altogether 
it would appear that the horse-breeding industry 
may look forward to a certain period at least of 
substantial revival. No doubt as the result of a 
slowing down of demand there came a certain 
degree of disheartening amongst breeders and a 
consequent reduction in output. Serious losses 
as the result of that mysterious annual visitation 
known as “ grass sickness,” must also be recog- 
nised as accounting for lessening enthusiasm 
for horse-breeding not to speak of the growing 
popularity of mechanical equipment, but with 
an evident revival of trade it may be expected 
that there may be a substantial resumption of 
that enthusiasm which was wont to characterise 
= side of stock production practice in Scot- 
and. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


It was inevitable that the prevailing “ emer- 
gency atmosphere should surround the pro- 
ceedings of the autumn quarterly meeting of 
Council held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on 
the afternoon of Tuesday, September 26th, 
1939, being reflected both in the absence of 
many members whose military and civil defence 
responsibilities prevented their attendance and 
also in the inclusion of additional business 
dictated by the existence of a state of war. 

The President (Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
M.R.C.V.S.) occupied the Chair and there were 
also present: Messrs. H. E. Bywater (Hen. 
Treasurer), D. Campbell, T. A. R. Chipperfield, 
E. Clark and FE. R. Corrigall, Professor J. F. 
Craig, Messrs. P. Crosfield, B. DeVine, J. B. 
Dier and H. Scott Dunn, Dr. J. T. Edwards, 
Messrs. G. Elmes and H. W, Griffiths, Dr. Tom 
Hare, Messrs. J. R. Hewer and N. S. King, 
Professor J. McCunn, Messrs. G. P. Male and 
H. T. Matthews, Professor Wm, C. Miller, Dr. 
R. F. Montgomerie, Messrs. C. W. Ottaway, 
E. Brayley Reynolds, N. J. Scorgie, J. Small and 
A. Spicer, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Mr. E. G. 
White, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge (Hon, Secretary), 
Mr. T. L. Wright and Mr. F. Knight 
(Secretary). [The. foregoing list does not repre- 
sent the full attendance as unfortunately a 
number of members omitted to sign the attend- 
ance book. | 

The minutes of the two previous meetings, 
held at Great Yarmouth, and which had been 
published in the Veterinary Record, were taken 
as read and signed as correct. 

There being no matters arising from the 
minutes, the following list was now read of 
members who had sent apologies for their 
inability to attend the meeting: Messrs. L. 
Auchterlonie, E, F. Beckett, David Brown, 
Esmond Brown and F. Chambers, Dr. G. O. 
Davies, Messrs. T. A. Dobie, P. F. Dolan, A. 
Gofton and L. St. Bel Golledge, Lt.-Col. H. 
Greenfield, Mr. H. Tudor Hughes, Mr. 
Hamilton Kirk, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh and 
A. B. Mattinson, Professor W. M. Mitchell, 
Messrs. S. J. Motton, R. Barons Nelder, 
R. H. H. Over, A. Robertson, P. J. Simpson, 
H. P. Standley (Jun.), W. Lyle Stewart, A. H. 
Watson and T. Wilkinson. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


(1) From the Chief Secretary, R.S.P.C.A., 
dated September 20th, 1939, and addressed to 
the President, the text of which was as follows: 


“A special meeting of this Society’s Council 
was held this morning, when Colonel R. J. Stordy 


| 
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made a statement concerning the formation and 
work of the National A.R.P. Animals Committee 
and referred to the willing co-operation receivec 
from members of the veterinary profession 
throughout the country. 

“The Chairman, Sir Robert Gower, moved, 
and it was unanimously resolved, that the 
Council’s appreciation and gratitude should be 
conveyed to your Association in this connection, 
and it gives me the greatest possible pleasure to 
carry out this direction.” 


The Council received this letter with much 
appreciation. 


(2) From Lt.-Col, H. Greenfield, addressed 
to the Secretary and dated September 25th, 
1939, expressing regret for his inability to 
attend, as he had met with an accident, and 
continuing 


“T should be glad if the following, which I 
proposed to bring before the meeting, may be 
placed before the President. 

“That the position of members of the pro- 
fession, especially those on Panel B, may become 
a very perilous one in view of present conditions 
and calls for urgent consideration of the 
National.’ 

“Under the Government scheme for national 
service a veterinary surgeon is scheduled to con- 
tinue in his work and is thereby restricted in his 
means of earning a living. Under the working of 
the Centralised Veterinary Service a veterinary 
surgeon on Panel B is anchored to some extent 
to his practice, while the work has been passed 
on to his neighbours on Panel A, until a great 
deal of his income has disappeared. In some 
instances this appears to have already reached 
a danger zone which may end in his ruin under 
the dislocation of his other work owing to war 
conditions 

“ This praiiee will probably be accentuated 
by petrol difficulties. If Panel B and other 
veterinary surgeons working a depleted practice 
and small mileage last year get the same pro- 
portion of last year’s petrol as those who were 
enriched both in income and mileage by _ their 
own work passed over by Government and pro- 
fessional policy, the former may get insufficient 
to earn any real living and the latter sufficient to 
complete the process of obliteration. 

“Tt would appear necessary that if the 
Government intend to enforce the schedule 
policy, it should combine it with one of equity 
or guarantee; if not, that the ‘ National’ should 
ensure that a veterinary surgeon who is unable 
to earn subsistence should be freed from the 
schedule and given the freedom to seek it else- 
where. 

“T apologise for placing this forward so baldly 


but an accident this evening has precluded my 
coming to the meeting or having sufficient time 
to review further what appears to me to be a 
danger sufficient almost to wreck the cause for 
which we work.” 

Mr. DeVine proposed and Professor MILLER 
seconded, “ That Colonel Greenfield’s letter be 
referred to the Consultative Committee.” 

Dr. Hare suggested that the “ National” 
might enquire if veterinary surgeons could, in 
cases of emergency, draw upon the reserve 
stocks held by Chief Constables for ambulance, 
medical and police emergency services, 
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The Presipent replied that the main point 
of Colonel Greentield’s letter was that his prac- 
tice, which was a Panel B one, had been 
diminished during the past year by the 
encroachment of the Panel A_ appointees. 
Because of that the mileage he had done was 
much less than usual and if he was allocated 
petrol accordingly he would not have sufficient 
to carry out even the work he had left, and if 
that state of affairs continued he would have 
no practice left at all and considered that he 
should be entitled to seek employment else- 
where, and not be “anchored” to a locality 
because the veterinary profession was 
scheduled as a “reserved occupation.” 

With regard to the petrol question, the 
Presipent added that on the previous Satur- 
day he had been able to get in touch with the 
Divisional Petroleum Officer for the Birming- 
ham district, who informed him of an arrange- 
ment which had been made with the British 
Medical Association, that liaison officer 
should be appointed in each district, If the 
liaison officer could endorse a man’s require- 
ments he would be supplied. He (the Presi- 
dent) had been in touch with the B.M.A., who 
informed him that this scheme was in operation 
and that though it was not yet working 
smoothly they hoped it would do so in the 
course of a few days. He had been asked to 
act as liaison officer and had accepted because 
he thought the opportunity was too good to 
miss. He was assured that if he endorsed the 
requirements of veterinary surgeons in his dis- 
trict they would be supplied. It occurred to 
him, however, that this scheme should be 
worked by their own Divisions and = Mr. 
Dawes had promised to undertake the work 
for the Midland area, It was proposed to send 
out circulars to all the Divisional Petroleum 
Officers, asking them to carry out this policy 
throughout the country. At the present 
moment, all supplies were tied up: even the 
Ministry officials were limited, He hdd not 
been aware of the existence of the measure 
described by Dr, Hare, but the matter could 
be gone into. 

Dr. Hare replied that when he made his 
suggestion he had not known of the excellent 
steps which the President had taken. 

The Presipent added that the Secretary had 
written to the agricultural papers, asking them 
to insert a request to farmers not to summon 
their veterinary surgeons at night unless it was 
absolutely necessary and also that they should 
send for them as early in the day as possible, 
in order to economise in petrol, 


(3) From the Under-Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office, London, W.C.1, dated August 
2nd, 1939, as follows :— 


“T am directed by Mr. Secretary MacDonald 
to refer to the interview which he had with a 
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deputation from the National Veterinary Medical 
Association on May 16th last, when the question 
of the appointment of an Adviser on Animal 
Health to the staff of the Colonial Office was 
discussed. 

_“ Mr. MacDonald has now completed the con- 
sideration which he undertook to give to this 
question and, as he has to-day stated in Parlia- 
ment, he has decided that it is desirable that 
such an appointment should be made. He hopes 
that it will be possible to give effect to this 
decision in the autumn.” 

The PresipENt expressed the view that the 
Council should record their thanks to the mem- 
bers who had taken such a great deal of trouble 
on their behalf to secure that appointment. Dr, 
Wooldridge, as Chairman of the Committee, 
had gone to endless trouble to get the appoint- 
ment confirmed,  (Applause.) 


(4) From Mr. R. Dunwoody, Hon. Secretary 
of the Nigerian Veterinary Association, dated 
August 30th, 1939, and addressed to the 
Secretary, as follows 

“At a recent meeting of the Nigerian Veterin- 
ary Association it was decided to express our 
appreciation and gratitude for the efforts the 
Overseas Advisory Committee of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association had made_ to 
improve Colonial Service conditions, which had 
culminated in the memorandum which the 
deputation of that Committee had put up to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies at their recent 
interview.” 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION 


It was reported that after the Congress 
meeting of Council the membership of the 
Association stood at 2,135. 


Obituary.—The obituary list was now read, 
as follows, the members standing in tribute to 
the memory of the deceased: Mr. J. W. Pollock 
(Helmsley), Mr. R. Simpson (London), Mr. J. 
Aitken (Chester-le-Street), Mr, <A. Eecles 
(Pirbright), Mr. G. C. Hill (Glasgow), Mr. J. 
Davies (Newtown), Mr. E, W. Parks (Welling- 
borough) and Mr. A, Baird (Reston). 


The PreEsipenr said that there were two 
names in that list of which he wished to make 
special mention, The first was a name 
familiar to all members of the profession—that 
of Robert Simpson. As a recent Past-President 
of the Association he had become well known 
to them all and it needed no words of his to 
emphasise his worth and value to the pro- 
fession as a whole and the Association in par- 
ticular. His loss was a tragedy both to the 
N.V.M.A. and to his colleagues at the Ministry 
of Agriculture: he had brought to the Ministry 
a refreshing “field sense” which had been so 
indispensable at that juncture and it was noth- 
ing short of a calamity that he should have 
been cut off in his prime. Special reference 
had been made to Robert Simpson in the 
Veterinary Record but he (the President) felt 
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that they could not let the occasion pass with- 
out mention of the extreme loss suffered by the 
profession in his passing. They were indebted 
to Mr. Rabagliati for attending the funeral on 
their behalf. <A letter of condolence had been 
addressed to Mrs, Simpson and a wreath sent. 

The other, name, that of Archibald Baird, 
was perhaps better known to members north 
of the Border, To the older graduates in the 
north he was a familiar figure. For many 
years he was Local Secretary to the R.C.V.S. 
at the “Dick” College and also a member of 
the Board of Governors. He was tie son of 
Colin Baird, who was a student under Pro- 
fessor Dick. Archibald Baird at one time had 
one of the largest practices in Scotland, the 
President believed, and his loss would be felt 
by all, particularly by the members north of 
the Border, who regarded Archibald Baird as 
one of Nature's gentlemen. The President 
added that he had had the privilege of “ seeing 
practice” with Mr. Baird in pre-War days. 

It was unanimously agreed to address to 
Mrs. Baird a letter expressing the Association's 
condolences 

New Members.—On the proposition of Mr. 
DeVine, seconded by Mr. Kine, the following 
persons, whose names either appeared on the 
agenda or were now reported to the Council, 
were elected into membership: Mr. G. S. Allen 
(Honiton), Mr. J. (. Alley (Nenagh), Mr. J. E. 
Anthony (Calcutta), Mr. J.C. Barrowman 
(Edinburgh), Miss. M. A. W. Bentley (London), 
Mr, Ian Blench (Witney), Mr. R. R. Bugg 
(Aylesbury), Mr. J. A. Bunker (Port Sunlight), 
Mr. J. G. Campbell (King’s Lynn), Mr. L. 
Collery (Dublin), Mr. K. Comrie (Kdin- 
burgh), Mr. J. E. Crawford (Lincoln), Mr. 
S. J. Crooks (Ballynure), Mr. P. Crowley 
(Cork), Miss M. Dalby (Keighley), Mr. J. 
Donald (Llandyssul), Mr. D. W. Donaldson 
(West Kilbride), Mr. (. H. Downe (Diss), 
Mr. C. S. S. Drought (Llandilo), Mr. FL V. 
Edwards (Loughborough). Mr. ID. Evans (Kid- 
welty), Miss M. L. Freak (Watford), Mr. 
I. G. Hanbury (Derby), Mr. W. W. Henderson 
(Nigeria), Mr. P. Hobbs (St. Neots), Mr. E. J. 
Hodgkinson (Leek), Miss A. Jeaffreson (Lon- 
don), Mr. R. W. Johnston (Fyvie), Mr. J. 
Keppie (Edinburgh), Mr. Le Roux 
(Northern Rhodesia), Mr. A. MeAinsh (Dal- 
keith), Mr. A. M. M’Callum (Glasgow), Mr. 
W. S. Mackay (Bristol), Mr. G. Mason 
(Stowmarket), Mr. H. W, C. Newlands (Vent- 
nor), Mr. R. H. Packer (Rhondda), Mr. H. E. 
Prytherch (Anglesey), Mr. R. R. Robertson 
(Orkney), Mr. F. R. Roche-Kelly (France), 
Mr. P. P. Sinnott (Gorey), Mr. J. K. Smith 
(Buckie), Mr. D. N. Spriggs (Leicester), Mr. 
D. O. Sutton (Preston), Mr. J. Taylor 
(Knock), Mr. J, D. S. Tremlett (Tanganyika), 
Mr, R. B. Walker (Middlesbrough), Mr. L. J. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 43. Von. 51. 1291 


Wakley (Northallerton), Mr. C. W. Wells (Fed. 
Malay States), Mr. J. H. Wilkins (Edinburgh), 
and Miss I. Kraft (New York City). 

The announcement that the membership of 
the Association now stood at 2,177, a new 
record, was greeted with applause. 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee. 

Mr. T. L. Wricur (Chairman) read the fol- 
lowing report, moving its reception and adep- 
tion, Dr. STaBLEFORTH seconding, the report 
being accepted without discussion :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at 36, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1, on 
Tuesday, September 26th, 1939, with Mr. T. L. 
Wright in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous mecting were 
read and signed as correct. 

letter was received from Mr. Langwill 
(Secretary) stating that the directors of the 
Scottish S.P.C.A. had approved the new arrange- 
ments for providing free treatment for sick 
animals of the poor, agreed between the N.V.M.A. 
and the R.S.P.C.A. 

A communication was received from the Chief 
Secretary, R.S.P.C.A., with regard to advertising 
this new arrangement, and forwarding a copy 
of a letter which had been sent to their Hon. 
Secretaries throughout the country, drawing 
attention to the need of referring to the N.V.M.A. 
on notice boards, clinic facias, posters, leaflets, 
etc. This action on the part of the R.S.P.C.A. 
was regarded as satisfactory. 

The Committee were informed that the action 
provided for in the new agreement had_ been 
taken in connection with proposed new clinics 
or centres three North country towns, 
while correspondence was submitted with 
members of the profession invited to give similar 
help at a proposed new clinic in Surrey. 

After discussion, it was decided:— 

(a) To ask the Yorkshire Division whether, in 
the case coming within their area, the matter 
had yet been considered by the Division; 

(b) That the R.S.P.C.A. be asked to give, when 
possible, longer notite of the desire of a local 
branch to start a clinic or centre; 

(c) That upon the receipt of any such notice 
by the N.V.M.A., all veterinary surgeons in the 
area or district concerned, should be notified 
by the Association; 

(ad) That in the opinion of the Committee, the 
district in Surrey referred to is not a suitable 
district in which to start a central clinic, and 
that the Chairman of the Committee be author- 
ised to convey this view to the R.S.P.C.A, 

A resolution was submitted from the Mid-West 
Division regarding the arrangement made by the 
R.C.V.S. with the P.D.S.A. It was agreed that 
while, as requested in the resolution, it should 
be transmitted to the R.C.V.S.,. the Division 
should be asked to note that since they had 
passed it the formation of a Joint Committee of 
the R.C.V.S. and the N.V.M.A, had been arranged; 
and that the R.C.V.S. should be furnished with a 
copy of this communication to the Division. 

The Committee also received a resolution from 
the South Wales Division on the same subject. 

A report was laid before the Committee of the 
meeting between representatives of the R.C.V.S. 
and the N.V.M.A. on July 13th, which had led to 
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the R.C.V.S. Sub-Committee agreeing to recom- 
mend the appointment of a Joint Committee for 
the purpose of evolving a suitable scheme for 
collaborating with the P.D.S.A. 

This was received with approval and a vote 
of thanks passed to the members who repre- 
sented the Association at that meeting. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


Dr. Woo.LpripGe moved the reception and 
adoption of this report, as follows, the motion 
being seconded by Mr. :-— 


Witnesses’ July 13th hk. C. G. 
Hancock, Mr. T, L. Wright cod Mr. H. C, P. King 
gave evidence before the Witnesses” “Allowances 
Committee set up by the Home Secretary and 
ressed the view that veterinary surgeons should 
re included in the same category of the Wit- 
nesses’ Allowances Rules as that in which mem- 
ee of the legal and medical professions are 
placec 

Riding Establishments Act, 1939.—This Act 
came into operation on August 4th, 1939. It 
provides that a local authority may authorise 
in writing any duly registered veterinary 
surgeon to inspect any premises which they have 
reason to believe are used as a riding establish- 
ment, and any oy registered veterinary surgeon 
so authorised shal , on producing, if so required, 
his authority, have the right at all reasonable 
times to enter these premises and to inspect such 
age thereof and such horses found thereon as 
e may consider necessary for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether any offence under this Act 
is being or has been committed on or in con- 
nection with those premises or in connection 
with any such horse. 

A local authority may pay any ony registered 
veterinary surgeon a reasonable fee in respect 
of any exercise of his powers under the above 
provisions. 

Animal Anaesthetics Act, 1919.—The Univer- 
sities’ Federation for Animal Welfare have 
enquired whether the Association would be pre- 
pared to appoint a committee of experts to 


review the present status of «anaesthesia in - 


animals, and to make recommendations for the 
drafting of a new Bill in this country. They 
would be prepared to give support, but the 
amount of financial assistance they could render 
would necessarily be limited. 

Poultry Industry Bill.—This measure has been 
dealt with by the House of Lords but is held up 
> the Commons by reason of emergency legisla- 
ion, 

Dr. Wootpripce added that as the members 
would notice from the account given of the 
business before the Committee—though the 
Committee had not met—the third item relative 
to the Animal Anaesthetics Act, 1919, simply 
stated that the Association had been asked to 
investigate the present legal standing of 
anaesthesia in animals and to make recom- 
mendations for the drafting of the new Bill in 
this country, The Parliamentary Committee 
had not discussed the matter but he thought 
the Council would like the course adopted by 
the Association which, no doubt, that Com- 
mittee would have suggested had it met, i.e., 
that a small committee of experts be asked 
to consider the matter. If the Council would 
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give the executive of the Association power to 
appoint such a committee the work could be 
begun and valuable time saved when action 
became possible. 

Mr. BrayLey ReryNotps enquired to what 
extent U.F.A.W. was representative of the 
University of London: was it really thoroughly 
representative? The point he had in mind was 
whether the Association should go to the 
trouble of appointing a committee at the pre- 
sent juncture. 

Dr. replied that U.F.A.W. was 
a federation of societies in many universities. 
The University of London Society, like all 
other university societies, represented only a 
proportion of students, but it was an influential 
society recognised by the University: the 
societies in other universities he believed were 
similarly recognised, This was a combination 
of all the university societies concerned with 
animal welfare. At the committee meeting of 
U.F.A.W, which considered this matter, there 
were veterinary surgeons present, one of whom 
was Professor Wright, who made the sug- 
gestion that this was matter that the 
N.V.M.A. would be interested in, but that he 
thought that it would be advisable to get the 
Association’s considered views on it first. Per- 
sonally, as it would cost the Association little 
to make the enquiry, he thought it should be 
instituted. 

Mr. G. P. MALE proposed that a committee 
be formed. He thought that, despite existing 
circumstances, possibly time might be found to 
get the preliminary work done, It was high 
time that the Animal Anaesthetics Act was 
reviewed: it certainly did require amendment. 
One necessary thing was the giving of anaes- 
thetics to horses for castration and so on—but 
the whole Act should be reviewed, 

The PresipENtT observed that he was quite 
certain that everybody in that room would 
agree that it was time that the Animal Anaes- 
thetics Act was reviewed and he thought the 
present was an opportune moment for setting 
the requisite machinery in motion; when the 
time would become opportune for placing a Bill 
before Parliament was a very different matter. 
If the Council wished now to nominate mem- 
bers he was open to receive nominations, or, if 
they wished—and he thought this was the 
better way—they could suggest names of a few 
members who could consider other possible 
names of people to serve on the committee. 

The names of Professor Browne, Mr. Male, 
Professor Miller, Professor Mitchell, Mr. 
Brayley Reynolds and Professor Wright were 
put forward for membership of the committee 
of experts, and it was agreed that the matter 
be left to the officers of the Association; they to 
bear in mind the names suggested and the 
views expressed. 


October 28th, 1939. 
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Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health Com- 
mittee, 


This report was as follows :— 

The Committee is enquiring into the conditions 
of appointment of the post of Consulting 
Veterinary Surgeon to the Swansea Corporation 
with the object of safeguarding the status of the 
profession. Fhe Chairman of the Committee is 
of the opinion that this is a matter which might 
well be taken up with the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health. 

In the absence of Mr. Barker (Chairman), 
Mr. DEVINE moved the reception and adoption 
of this report, the matter of consulting 
veterinary surgeon to the Swansea Corpor- 
ation to be taken up with the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health in consultation with the 
Chairman of the Committee. 

Mr. Bywater seconded the motion, 
was carried. 


Appointments Committee. 
Following are the terms of this report :— 


Salaries of Members of the Profession holding 
Full-time Appointments as Teachers at Veterinary 
Colleges.—After the meeting of Council held in 
June last, a circular letter was sent to principals 
and teachers of veterinary colleges. In this letter 
it was stated that the Appointments Committee 
had been considering the salaries of teachers, 
and those receiving it were asked to furnish 
their views as to the following, for the guidance 
of the Committee: (i) Whether they regarded as 
acceptable the scales of salaries for each of the 
individual colleges, recommended by the Love- 
day Committee; (ii) Whether they were in favour 
of a minimum commencing salary of £400 p.a. 
for appointments at veterinary colleges. 

satisfactory number of replies been 
received to this circular, but the Committee’s 
enquiries are not yet completed. 

Appointments at Greyhound Tracks.—Steps 
have also been taken to secure information with 
regard to the conditions of employment and 
duties of members of the profession holding 
appointments at greyhound racing tracks, with 
a view to the Committee considering whether it 
would be in the interests of the profession to la 
down a minimum scale of salaries for suc 
appointments. The Committee is not yet, how- 
ever, in a position to deal further with this 


which 


matter. 
Post of Veterinary Officer in, the Sudan 
Veterinary Service. —A communication was 


addressed to the Sudan Government London 
Office, pointing out that in a recent advertise- 
ment for the appointment of Veterinary Officer 
in the Sudan Veterinary Service, they stated 
that: “ Candidates must be members. of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who have 
completed the five years’ course... .” The 
letter went on to say that this was the first 
occasion upon which such a differentiation had 
been made between members of the profession 
who qualified under the five years’ course and 
those who qualified before 1932: that this 
seemed somewhat invidious and that the Asso- 
ciation would welcome their observations on the 
oint. 

" A letter has been received regretting that they 
have not the information to enable them to reply, 
but intimating that they are referring to the 
Headquarters of the Sudan Government in 


Khartoum, and will acquaint the Association 
with the observations of the Government as soon 
as possible. 

The PrEsIDENT said that that report also had 
been circulated for the information of the 
Council. Had the Chairman of the Committee 
or any other member any comment to make 
on it? 

Professor MILLER asked if any reply had 
been received to the representations made to 
the Sudan Government. 

The Presipent having replied in the negative 
Professor MILLER added that the reason he 
mentioned that point was that he believed that 
the appointment had now been filled. 

The report was duly received and adopted. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


The PRESIDENT pointed out that two reports 
of this Committee had been circulated and 
another meeting had been held that morning. 
He would ask the Secretary to read the report 
of that last meeting and then the three reports 
would be open for discussion. 

These reports were as follows :— 


A meeting of the Finance and _ General 
Purposes Committee was held at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, on Thursday, July 13th, 1939. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, a copy 
of which had been sent to each member, were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 


Arising from the minutes:— 

(i) The Committee approved the arrangement 
made with Messrs. C. Elgar & Son for the paint- 
ing of the exterior of 36, Gordon Square and 
other work at a total cost of £92 13s. 8d. 

(ii) Further consideration was given to a letter 
from the Hon. Secretary, Scientific Investigations 
Committee of the Universities’ Federation for 
Animal Welfare, inviting the N.V.M.A. to appoint 
«a committee of experts to review the present 
status of anaesthesia in animals and to make 
recommendations for the drafting of a new Bill. 
Letters in support were read from Mr. Kirk 
and Professor Mitchell. 

It was decided to refer this matter to the 
Parliamentary Committee. 

(iii) The Secretary reported on the enquiries 
which had been made net the blood- 
testing service recently instituted by the Dairy 
Farmer. 

Several members of the Committee undertook 
to make further enquiries and it was left to the 
officers of the Association to take any additional 
action that appeared to be necessary. 

(iv) The Chairman of the Editorial Committee 
intimated that, as was the wish of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, arrangements 
had been made for an article on “ Wool Ball in 
Lambs” to be written by a member of the pro- 
fession and for its insertion in the Scottish 
Farmer at the appropriate time next year. 

Dalrymple-Champneys Cup and Medal. — In 
accordance with the instructions of the Council, 
the Committee considered a letter from Dr. J. T. 
Edwards concerning the recommendations for 
the revision of the rules governing the award of 
the “Dalrymple-Champneys” Cup and Medal 
made by the Selection Committee for 1939. A 
decision in this matter was deferred pending its 
further discussion at the next meeting. 
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Consideration was also given, likewise at the 
request of the Council, to the following resolu- 
tion received from the South-Eastern Division. 
which was supported by Mr. Arnold Spicer: 
“ That the method of electing the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. is now out of date, and that a small 
special committee be appointed to suggest ways 
and means of making the election more demo- 
— and of giving every member an_ equal 
vote. 

After a lengthy discussion, a suggestion was 
adopted that a reply be sent to the Council that 
the Committee could not support the formation 
of a Special Committee for the purpose suggested 
in this resolution. It was the feeling of most 
members of the Committee that the Association 
was so active now that it would be unwise to 
tamper with the constitution of the Council. 

A.R.P. for Animals.—The Committee agreed to 
accede to the request of the newly formed 
“National A.R.P. Anithals Committee ” that one 
of the staff of the Association should be allowed 
to act as Secretary to the Committee, and that 
the Committee should be allowed the use of the 
offices of the Association for meetings and staff 
for clerical duties. It was understood that the 
various societies represented on the Committee 
would contribute towards any clerical expenses 
incurred, 

Sale of Drugs Direct to Farmers.—A letter on 
this subject addressed by three members of the 
profession in Northern Ireland to the Editor of 
the Velerinary Record was laid before the Com- 
mittee. The Secretary read the letter which had 
been sent in regard to a_ similar complaint 
received from the North of Ireland Division, 
and it was agreed that a reply on similar lines 
should be addressed to these three members and 
the Editorial Committee notified of this action. 

Sub-Committee on Business Organisation. 
The action taken by the Editorial Committee to 
meet the recommendations of this Sub-Committee 
with regard to the size of the Velcrinary Record, 
etc., was reported and approved, namely:— 

(a) A reduction in the size of the Velerinary 
Record (as a temporary measure until the 
financial position improves). 

(b) The introduction of an increased scale of 
charges for advertisements. 

(c) The institution of a sliding scale of dis- 
counts (approved in principle, subject to details 
being laid before the next meeting of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee). 

(d) The number of copies of the Veterinary 
Record retained to be reduced, but never to be 
fewer than five, and always two kept in the 
office. 

(e) A Sub-Committee appointed to go into the 
question of storage space. 

The Committee also accepted the following 
recommendations of the Sub-Committee :— 

(i) That the rooms now occupied by the 
Editorial Representative, Miss Clarke, and as a 
rest room on the second floor of 36, Gordon 
Square be let at a suitable rental. 

(ii) That the Council Room be partitioned in 
the middle, in order to accommodate — the 
Editorial Representative and Miss Clarke in one 


vart. 

(iii) That steps be taken to effect economy in 
legal expenses and that the President interview 
Mr. Langley to see whether he has any 
suggestions to offer; failing this, the officers of 
the Association were empowered to make other 


arrangements. : 
Miss Hunter be 


(iv) That the salary” of 


increased by five shillings per week as from 
July 15th, 1939. 
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(v) That in order to ensure the smooth, 
businesslike and economical running of the 
N.V.M.A. office, the whole of its administration, 
including the General and Veterinary Record 
offices, shall be placed in the hands of one 
person, who shall be the General Secretary. All 
members of the permanent _ staff shall be 
responsible to him and he shall supervise and 
be responsible to the President and other Hon. 
Officers of the Association for the whole of the 
office work and the discipline of the staff. 

(vi) In order to facilitate the work of the 
staff an alteration in the filing system in the 
office be made, and the following equipment 
obtained: A metal filing cabinet (about £6); a 
‘abinet for storing stencils, etc., used for 


_addressing wrappers for the Velerinary Record 


(about £8), and alterations be made in the large 
cupboard for storing copies of the Veterinary 
Record, ete. 

(vii) The cellar accommodation to im- 
proved, and shelves to be provided in the wine 
cellar for immediate use of the storage of old 
correspondence, etc. 

(viii} Arrangements to be made for the dis- 
posal of unwanted surplus journals, etc., and for 
the proper storage of the requisite number of 
back numbers of the Record and Congress Hand- 
book decided upon by the Editorial Committee. 
Proper storage to be provided for blocks, ete., 
by means of suitable trays. 

(ix) All-round rigid economy to be practised 
until the finances of the Association are on a 
better footing. 

(xv) Subscriptions and donations 
exceed £150 p.a. in the meantime. 

(vi) Chairmen of committees should consult 
the President and the Hon. Treasurer, and the 
General Secretary should exercise a close watch 
over the sums recommended for donations and 
for special purposes and should advise chair- 
men of committees of the financial state of the 
Association when such matters are being dis- 
cussed, 

(vii) If possible, a bank nearer Gordon Square 
should be used to save time when doing the 
necessary bank business. 

(viii) The Auditors to be requested to carry 
out the annual audit not later than March 31st. 

(viv) The General Secretary to see that every 
economy is practised in regard to telephones and 
postages. Printed post-cards to be in 
acknowledging receipt of letters, articles, etc. 

With regard to a reserve for decorations, as 
recommended by the Sub-Committee, it was 
decided to meet the account of Messrs. C. Elgar 
& Son for the work now being done, amounting 
to €92 13s. 8d. and then to establish a Decora- 
tions Fund by investment of €75 per annum. 

The following matters were left over for 
decision later:— 

(i) The amount of petty cash to be drawn 
monthly. 

(ii) The rates for travelling and subsistence to 
be allowed to the Hon. Secretary and the Hon. 
Treasurer. 

(iii) The question of special committees and 
sub-committees—that wherever possible “ sub-” 
and not “special” committees should — be 
appointed. 


A meeting of the Finance and General Pur- 
»0ses Committee was held at 36, Gordon Square, 
V.C.1, on Tuesday, August 29th, 1939. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read. Dr. Wooldridge proposed and it 
was agreed that the following words be added 


should not 
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to Item 5. Sub-Committee on Business Organisa- 
tion (ix): “ but nothing to be done to diminish 
the efficiency of the Association.” 

Subject to this addition the minutes were 
upproved. 

Arising from the minutes:—— 

(a) Information was laid before the Commiitee 
with regard to the identity of the laboratory 
responsible for carrying out the agglutination 
tests in connection with the blood-testing service 
instituted by the Dairy Farmer. The member 
supplying this undertook to endeavour to obtain 
certain other information, and upon receipt of 
this the Chairman was authorised to write to the 
Ministry of Agriculture again on the subject. 

(b) As requested by the Council, the Com- 
inittee rediscussed a letter from Dr. Edwards 
concerning the recommendations for the revision 
of the rules governing the award of the 
“ Dalrymple-Champneys ” Cup and Medal made 
by the Selection Committee for 1939. 

It was decided to recommend the Council to 
adopt the recommendations of the Selection 
Committee with the exception of the modified 
wording of Rule 4, viz:— 

“The committee appointed for this pur- 
pose, which shall consist of not more than 
six past recipients, together with the donor, 
shall be elected annually but retiring mem- 
bers shall be eligible for re-election. Three 
members shall constitute a quorum.” 

It was felt that the calling of a committee to 
deal with the award of this prize should be left 
in the hands of the President, and that the Com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose should be 
representative of all branches of the profession. 

(c) A further letter was read from Mr. G,. A. 
Keatinge, of Portadown, on the subject of the 
sale of drugs direct to farmers in Northern 
Ireland, and the President reported on the 
enquiries made by him into the matter. It was 
decided to take this question up with the 
Divisions. 

(d) A letter was read from the Immediate 
2ast President reporting on his interview with 
Mr. Langley with regard to legal expenses, and 
recommending the retention of Messrs. Fowler, 
Langley and Wright’s services as the Associa- 
tion’s solicitors on a new basis, namely, the 
retaining fee to be dispensed with and payment 
made instead for actual work done. 

After the Chairman had remarked that Messrs. 
Fowler, Langley and Wright re- 
appointed at the Congress Meeting of Council on 
this new basis, the Committee directed that their 
thanks be conveyed to Major DeVine and also 
Mr. Langley for helping the Association in this 
matter. 

Report of Sub-Commillee the Business 
Organisation of the Associclion-The Committee 
came to the following decisions in dealing 
further with the report of the Sub-Committee on 
the Business Organisation of the Association: 

(i) That a petty cash fund of €100 be formed; 
that each month the Hon. Tressurer be supplied 
with an account showing the imeunt spent, and 
that a cheque be then drawn to restore the func 
fo the original amount. 

(ii) That the “ All Risks” insusencee premium 
be increased to cover the larger atecount of fluid 
cash then kept in the office. 

(iii) That the Hon. Secretary and the Ton. 
Treasurer be allowed first-class railway fares 
when travelling on Association business and sub- 
sistence in accordance with the Association's 
seale. 

(iv) That the Committee keep in mind ihe 
recommendation that wherever possible “ sub-” 
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and not “special” committees should be 
appointed. 

Nalional A.R.P. Animals Committee.—lIt was 
agreed that the expenses incurred by Dr. Woold- 
ridge in attending the meetings of the National 
A.R.P. Animals Committee as representative of 
the N.V.M.A. be defrayed by the Association. 

36, Gordon Square: (i) An offer of £180  p.a. 
inclusive for the rooms on the second floor of 
the building was received from Mr. H. G,. Cherry, 
F.R.L.B.A., tenant of the third floor. 

It was the view of the Committee that if a 
tenant could be found for the third floor at a 
suitable rent, Mr. Cherry’s offer should be 
accepted, on the understanding that he would 
leave the rooms to be taken over by him on the 
second floor in as good a condition as they are 
at present. 

Meanwhile, Messrs. Alaway & Partners were 
to be asked to continue their efforts to secure a 
suitable tenant, and to be given permission to 
erect an angle board advertising the fact that 
the Association had rooms to let; and any further 
action was left to the officers of the Association. 

(ii) First floor. Authority was given for the 
erection of a partition to divide the front from 
the back portion of the large room, at a cost not 
exceeding €20, the work to be put in hand when 
the rooms on the second floor have been let. 

The question of taking legal action to restrain 
the use by certain firms of tithes containing the 
word Veterinary” was discussed but before 
coming to a decision the Committee agreed to 
address an enquiry to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons order to ascertain 
whether the Royal College had at any time taken 
Counsel’s opinion on the prospect of obtaining 
an injunction. In making this enquiry it was 
decided to add that if the answer was in the 
negative the Association was willing to share 
with the Royal College the cost of securing 
Counsel’s opinion on the point. 

B.S.L.—A letter was read from a firm of solici- 
tors who appeared for a farmer in an action 
brought against him by B.S.L. 

It was agreed to subscribe to the fee they had 
incurred in consulting an analyst. 

Arising from the publication of the report of 
this case in the Veterinary Record, a letter was 
read to the Committee which had been received 
from Messrs. Henderson & Co., proprietors of 
Toxotropine.” 

Supplies of Petrol in an Emergency.—In reply 
to an enquiry addressed to the Mines Depart- 
ment, a letter was read stating that in the plans 
for the regulation of supplies of petroleum pro- 
ducts which have been prepared” by_ the 
Petroleum Department the requirements of the 
veterinary profession, which will be accorded a 
high degree of priority, had been borne in mind. 
The letter added that should it become necessary 
to put these plans into operation public notice 
would be given as to the steps which should be 
taken in order to obtain supplies. 

This reply was regarded as satisfactory. 

Annual Congress. — 1940. The Committee 
approved the despatch of an invitation to the 
Lancashire Division to nominate members to 
assist in the work of the Provisional Committee. 

1941. Letters inviting the Association to hold 
its 1941 Congress in their area were received 
from Brighton and Margate. 

Office Staff——The Committee learnt with regret 
of the absence from duty of Miss Clarke owing to 
illness, and approved the engagement of Miss 
K. O’Connor as temporary shorthand-typist, with 
effect from August 2nd, at a wage of £2 10s. Od. 
per week. 
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Loveday Dope, — The following resolution 
from the South Wales Division was received: 
“Although in agreement with many of the 
recommendations of the Loveday Report, it is 
urged that the paramouncy of the R. .V.S. and 
the one-portal system be secured; also that the 
limiting of veterinary institutions as suggested 
in the report be not accepted.” 

Office Arrangements in the Event of War.— 
Arrangements were made for carrying on the 
work of the Association in the event of war. 


A meeting of the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee was held at 36 Gordon Square, 
on Tuesday, September 26th, with the President 
in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous mecting, havin 
been circulated, were taken as read = an 
approved. 

The Chairman explained that the offices of the 
Association had not been moved to the Mid- 
lands, as agreed at the last meeting, in conse- 
quence of the large amount of work devolving 
upon the staff from the activities of N.A.R.P.A.C. 

Several members who had been asked to co- 
operate with N.A.R.P.A.C. referred to difficulties 
they had encountered in making their local 
arrangements. After a long discussion, it was 
decided to send a deputation to the Home Office 
urging that instructions should be sent to the 
local authorities that N.A.R.P.A.C. should be 
recognised and that every help should be given 
to that Committee and its regional organisers. 

It was agreed that the members of this 
deputation should be: The President, Major 
DeVine, Mr. H. W. Dawes, Mr. T. L. Wright, Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge and Mr. R, E. Hirtes. 

The question of responding to any appeal for 
funds that might be made by N.A.R.P.A.C. was 
left over for further consideration. 

A report was presented on the various actions 
taken by the Association and its officers to secure 
adequate petrol supplies for members of the pro- 
fession. 

The Chairman reported that he had caused a 


letter to be sent to farming and other papers - 


requesting their readers to refrain as far as 
possible from in their veterinary sur- 
geons after dark, because of the black-out 
restrictions and petrol rationing. 

It was agreed that another telephone line be 
installed in order to facilitate the work of 
N.A.R.P.A.C, 

Instructions were given that further estimates 
should be secured for plywood boards or other 
forms of blacking-out internal lighting, the 
officers being empowered to have this work done 
in the cheapest possible way. In this connec- 
tion, a vote of thanks was passed to Mrs. 
Bywater for the valuable help she had given in 
this matter. 

The Committee received the names of the 
members nominated by the Lancashire Division 
to the Provisional Committee for the 1940 Con- 
gress (at Southport). 

The Committee accepted the resignation of 
Miss Hunter, shorthand-typist, with effect from 
September 7th. 

Approval was given to the acceptance of an 
estimate of £9 5s. Od. for fixing «a new stove in 
the caretaker’s quarters. 

The Committee agreed to store at 36, Gordon 
Square certain of the effects of the Parliamentary 
Science Committee until such time = as_ tha! 


organisation was again actively functioning. It 
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was, however, decided to support the Associa- 
tion of Scientific Workers in their contention 
that the Parliamentary Science Committee should 
not have suspended activities; and to support 
that Association’s request for a general meeting 
to be called. 


N.V.M.A. STANDING COMMITTEES, 1939-40 


The Committee considered the question of 
standing committees for the year 1939-40 and 
decided to make the following nominations, the 
President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer to 
be ex officio members of all committees. 


APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 


Boddie, G. F. Miller, W. C. 
Browne, T. G. Montgomerie, R. F. 
Chipperfield, T. A. R. Over, R. H. H. 
Craig, J. F. Ottaway, C. W. 
Davies, G. O. Small, J. 

Dalling, T. Smythe, R. H. 
Ferguson, A. S. Stewart, W. Lyle 
Griffiths, H. W. Vine, S. B. 
Ironside, W. J. Wright, T. L. 
Jones, T. H. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 


Barker, J. R. Male, G. P. 
Campbell, D. Matthews, H. T. 
Chipperfield, T. A. R. Mitchell, W. M. 
Dalling, T. Spicer, A. 
DeVine, B. Stableforth, A. W. 
Dawes, H. W. Sumner, H. 
Dolan, P. F. Thomas, T. R. 
Gunning, O. V. Watson, A. H. 
Hancock, R. C. G. Wragg, W. G. 
Kirk, H. Wright, T. L. 
McIntosh, J. W. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS’ AND PuBLic HEALTH 
COMMITTEE 
Hewer, J. R. 
Hirtes, R. E. 
Hughes, H. T. 
Jennings, S. 
Lang, W. W. 
Motton, S. J. 
Rabagliati, D. S. 
Shawcross, C. F. 
Silcock, G. 
Wilkinson, T. 


Barker, J. R. 
Boddie, G. F. 
Cattell, A. J. 

Clark, E. 

Crosfield, P. 
DeVine, B. 
Forsyth, A. A. 

Fox, J. 

Golledge, L. St. Bel 
Gunning, O. V. 


ORGANISING COMMITTEE 


Mitchell, W. M. 
Nelder, R. B. 

Over, R. H. H. 
Spicer, A. 
Stableforth, A. W. 
Standley, H. P. (Jun.) 
Stewart, W. Lyle 
Sumner, H. 
Wilkinson, T. 

Wright, T. L. 


Auchterlonie, L. 
Chambers, F. 
Dawes, H. W. 
Dunn, H. S. A. 
Elmes, G. 
Gould, G. N. 
Griffiths, H. W. 
Hancock, R. C. G. 
Hewer, J. R. 
King, N. S. 
Livesey, G. H. 


October 28th, 1939. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 


Anthony, D. J. McCunn, J. 
Auchterlonie, L. McKinna, W. R. 
Campbell, D. Poles, J. H. 
Chambers, F. Rabagliati, D. S. 
Corrigall, E. Robertson, A. 
Crosfield, P. Sangster, G. 

Davies, G. O. * Scorgie, N. J. 

Fox, J. Small, J. 

Gillard, F, C. Standley, H. P. (Jun.) 
Hill, J. C. Taylor, H. 


EpITORIAL COMMITTEE 


Barron, N. S. Miller, W. C. 
Chipperfield, T. A. R. Montgomerie, R. F. 
Edwards, J. T. Pool, W. A. 
Galloway, I. A. Stableforth, A. W. 
Hancock, R. C, G. Taylor, H. 
Hodgman, S. F. J. White, E. G. 

Kirk, H. Woodrow, C. E. 
Matthews, H. T. Wooldridge, G. H. 
McCunn, J. 


The nominations for the various standing 
committees embodied in the third report of the 
Committee were accepted by vote subsequent 
to the reading of each separate list. 

The reports having been’ received, the 
PRESIDENT asked if there was any discussion 
on the reports of the Committee as read or as 
circulated. 

Dr. Hare asked if the President had any 
special reason for desiring to move the offices 
of the Association to Tamworth. 

The Presipent replied that actually it 
was not proposed to move the offices to 
Tamworth but to Lichfield, and the reason 
for the proposal was this: that it was felt at 
the time that the vicinity of the offices might 
be a danger zone and he had accommodation 
for certain members of the staff at Lichfield; 
moreover, he thought-it would be convenient 
for the permanent staff of the Association to 
be in close touch with the President; also, if 
there were any difficulty about printing the 
Veterinary Record he thought that might be 
done by Messrs. Hudson, of Birmingham. That 
course was approved by the Finance’ and 
General Purposes Committee. Two circum- 
stances had altered the situation somewhat in 
the meantime. Firstly, London had not been 
subjected to bombardment from the air as at 
first seemed likely, and consequently the 
Association’s premises and also the whole staff 
were being utilised by N.A.R.P.A.C. and it was 
at this stage quite impossible for the premises 
to close or for the staff to move on that account. 
He had, furthermore, ascertained from the 
staff that they did not desire to move because 
they were busy on N.A.R.P.A.C. work and were 
quite happy where they were, The Home Office 
and the police had been approached with a 
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view to having the building sand-bagged to 
make it more secure, 

Dr. Hare thanked the President warmly for 
his reply, adding that the Association should 
not contemplate moving the offices from London 
unless the circumstances of war made the 
move imperative, Under present conditions 
these circumstances had not arisen, conse- 
quently the psychological effect of a suggestion 
to move would not be good. He reminded 
Council that the British Medical Association, 
the Royal Society of Medicine, and many other 
medical and scientific institutions were carry- 
ing on as usual. He thought that was all to 
the good. 

Dr. MonrGoMerie£ said that when he heard 
of the arrangement being made the thought 
which occurred to him was that the President 
had put himself to a great deal of trouble to 
find what appeared to be necessary alternative 
accommodation, He felt, therefore, that the 
Council should not let that matter pass, but go 
a short stage further and express their thanks 
to the President for the very special effort he 
had made to look to the future of the Associa- 
tion as many of them thought might quite well 
be necessary. He proposed that the Association 
accord the President their thanks for the 
arrangements which he made, though they 
hoped the move would not be necessary. 

Dr. Hare stated that he had very much 
pleasure in seconding that, 

The proposition was carried with acclam- 
ation. 

The Presipent thanked the mover and 
seconder of the motion for the terms in which 
they had worded it and the Council for the 
manner in which they had received it. His 
action was prompted primarily out of regard 
for the security of the staff with particular 
reference to the fact that the offices were in 
the vicinity of threé great railway termini. He 
sincerely endorsed the hope that it would not 
be necessary to move. 

Dr. Hare now asked if it would be in order 
to allow discussion on N.A.R,P.A.C, under the 
report of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, or should that be taken later when 
the Council dealt with the report of the 
National Emergency Committee? 

The Presipent: “ Yes, we are coming on to 
that.” 

Dr, Hare requested the President further to 
explain the item on page 1 of the report of the 
meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held on August 29th, as follows: 
“Tnformation was laid before the Committee 
with regard to the identity of the laboratory 
responsible for carrying out the agglutination 
tests in connection with the  blood-testing 
service instituted by the Dairy Farmer.” What 
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action had been taken with the Dairy Farmer 
concerning that? 

The Presipenr replied that the Ministry of 
Agriculture wanted more precise information 
end that was not at this stage yet available. 

The Presipent now enquired if there were 
any other comments on that report. 

The Hon, TreASURER asked if the Council 
could have read to them the minute dealing 
with the proposed deputation to the Home 
Office, 

The Secretary read the minute as follows :—- 

“Several members who had been asked to co- 
operate with N.A.R.P.A.C, referred to difficulties 
they had encountered making their local 
urrangements. After a long discussion, it was 
decided to send a deputation to the Home Office 
urging that instructions should be sent to the 
local authorities that) N.A.R.P.A.C, should be 
recognised and that every help should be given 
to that committee and its regional organisers, It 
was agreed that the members of this deputation 
should be: The President, Messrs. B. DeVine, 
H. W. Dawes, T. L. Wright, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge 
and Mr. R. E. Hirtes.” 


Following the reading of the above minute, 
the Council resolved itself into committee. 

On the resumption of Council, the following 
Was passed unanimously as an amendment to 
the report of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, on the proposition of Dr, Monr- 
GOMERIE, seconded by Dr. :-— 

“That the impress upon 
N.A.RLPLA.C, the necessity of forming a 
deputation to go to the Home Office with a 
view to securing effective official recog- 
nition in centres throughout the country. 
If N.A.R.PLA.C, wishes, the N.V.M.A. will 
be willing to appoint members to accom. 
pany the deputation.” 

The report of the Committee was then 
adopted, as amended, on the motion of Mr. 
Bywater, seconded by Mr. 


Editorial Committee. 


Dr. Woorpripce (Vice-Chairman) read the 
following report, moving its reception and 
adoption, Dr. STaBLerorTH  seconding the 


motion :— 


Throughout the past quarter, including the 
period since the commencement of hostilities, 
regular meetings of the Editorial Committee 
have been held. 

The Committee has received, by resolution as 
follows, the guidance sought from the Appoint- 
ments Committee in regard to the minimum 
salaries for certain posts to be observed in con- 
nection with the acceptance of advertisements: 

(i) That the minimum salary of £400 p.a. for 
appointments in a whole-time capacity with local 
authorities and agricultural colleges be adhered 


to. 

(ii) That the Committee is in favour of rescind- 
ing its previous decision fixing a minimum of 
£400) p.a. for whole-time appointments with 


animal welfare societies pending conclusion of 
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the present negotiations for improving collabora- 
tion between members of the profession and 
those societies in the provision ot free treatment 
for sick animals of the poor, and that notice of 
this be put on the agenda of the next meeting of 
the Appointments Committee. 

(iii) That before the Association takes any 
decision with regard to the salaries paid to 
members of the teaching staffs of veterinary 
colleges or schools, the views of the teachers at 
the various colleges be obtained. 

(iv) That meanwhile advertisements inviting 
applications for appointments veterinary 
colleges be accepted, provided the salaries 
offered are in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Loveday Committee. 

At the outset of the period under review, the 
Committee decided to implement in connection 
with the production of the Record the view taken 
by the special sub-committee that there was need 
for drastic economy in the expenditure incurred 
by the Association. In this connection a dis- 
cussion took place on the question of continuin 
to accept for publication articles of specialise 
scientific interest. It was resolved, “ That, bear- 
ing in mind the nalure of the journal, preference 
should be given to articles of general scientific 
interest over those of specialised sectional 
nature.” 

In regard to correspondence for publication, 
the Committee has resolved, “ That all letters 
containing adverse criticism relating to articles 
published in the Velerinary Record be referred 
to the author of the article for comment before 
au decision as to acceptance is taken by the Com- 
mittee, unless the Committee decides to reject 
the letter outright.” - 

specially enlarged and illustrated number 
devoted to the proceedings of the highly success- 
ful Congress held by the Association at Gt. Yar- 
mouth was issued on August 26th. Arising cut 
of the proceedings of Congress, the Committee 
has received the following resolution, passed by 
the adjourned annual general meeting: — 

“ Editorials on questions of policy which are 
likely to be of major or vital importance to the 
profession should not be published before the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. has had an opportunity 
to consider them. 

“A decision as to whether a given question 
falls in the category under consideration should 
be made by the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, and this same committee should de- 
cide whether the question is of sufficient urgency 
to warrant a special meeting of the Council.” 

The subject of air raid precautions for animals, 
which was a feature of the demonstrations sec- 
tion at the Congress, received editorial attention 
early in the quarter. On the outbreak of war, 
this question, together with a host of other mat- 
ters of a military and civil defence nature assumed 
paramount importance. Throughout the subse- 
quent period the Association’s journal has been, 
as it will continue to be, the medium through 
which members of the profession will be 
supplied with a full: and reliable emergency 
rews service. 

In addition to these arrangements, measures 
have, of course, been taken to ensure the unin- 
terrupted publication, if at all possible, of the 
Veterinary Record throughout the period of 
hostilities, the Chairman having been empowered 
to take such action as he deems advisable in 
consultation with other members of the executive 
and the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee. 

In connection with the 
Veterinary Record, 


printing of the 
Grubb, Ltd., have 
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the very sound, just because they contained 
inuance of the war they will give the journa expressions alee mal 

v : ‘sssions that merely needed toning down a 
preferential consideration. Owing to the fact little. In his opinion they should leave the 
that a considerable number of the firm’s staff 
are over military age they see no serious difli- Inatter to the editor's judgment, and not 
culties ahead; they have made provisional impose a rigid system, 
arrangements for future issues and express full Dr. Wootprince, replying to) Dr. Hare's 


confidence in being able to meet all the wishes 
of the Committge. 

As was only to be expected, a considerable 
number of advertisement withdrawals have 
taken place, reducing the number of pages of 
announcements made for payment to from eight 
to ten pages at the moment. The Committee has 
resolved that for the time being the Velerinary 
Record should be published as a 32-page paper 
(taking the average over the month), as it is 
desired to give readers not only the full news 
service previously referred to, but in so far as 
and for so long as conditions permit, the regular 
features for which they look. Economic pru- 
dence, however, has rendered necessary a 
reduction in the volume of the various sections 
and there will be no delay in taking drastic 
action should) circumstances dictate such a 
course. 

The editorial staff, in common with the rest 
of the office staff at 36, Gordon Square, has been 
kept very busy on N.A.R.P.A.C. work. 

Dr. Hare said that he would like the Chair- 
man to explain what he meant by the resolu- 
tion of the Committee that all letters contain- 
ing adverse criticism relating to articles pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record be referred to 
the author of the article for comment before 
a decision as to acceptance is taken by the 
Committee, There might be some justification 
for such a resolution but it was not apparent 
to him and he would like to hear it. He feared 
that the resolution, with its emphasis on all 
letters would lead to abuse and curtailing of 
free expression of opinion. He had noticed 
during the last few years a certain squeamish- 
ness on the part of the Committee in its desire 
to enforce upon the profession a certain stand- 
ard of uniformity in criticism. He and others 
might be somewhat primitive in their expres- 
sions on occasions, but he preferred to know 
men were free to “ get it of their chests.” It 
was good and healthy that they should do so 
and that any reasonable criticism they made 
should) be answered. The Committee had 
tended to apply too much of the censorious 
attitude in the last few years; and he hoped 
that they were not going to impose upon the 
profession such a standard of language and 
approach as characterised the discreet com- 
munications of their colleagues in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and other services of the 
Government, The latter had to do it, but they 
as free men and women did not. They must 
keep in mind the fact that a lot of their col- 
leagues felt the need of letting themselves go 
at times and though their letters might need a 
little toning down, they nevertheless often con- 
tained sound sense. He, personally, had 
resented the turning down during the past year 
of two letters, by men whom he considered 


point, said that he would first of all draw the 
Council’s attention to the actual terms of the 
resolution, Which referred only to letters which 
were directed against a general article. There 
Was ho suggestion of becoming increasingly 
censorious on other letters. He could assure 
them that every letter that came in was very 
‘arefully considered and that it was with the 
greatest reluctance that the Committee decided 
to suggest an amendment of a letter or its 
hon-acceptance. The Committee had, however, 
been influenced to change its policy on these 
special letters directed solely against writers 
of original articles by the view shared by many 
writers of such original articles who had 
expressed their growing concern at policy 
adopted by their journal which was not 
adopted by any other journal which published 
original scientific articles: namely, that after 
submitting these papers to proper referees they 
should) then throw their columns open to 
adverse criticism sent in by general readers of 
the paper, The Editorial Cominittee’s view 
was not that such adverse criticism should 
never be published, but that they should not 
feel bound to publish every such criticism, 
provided it was not libellous; they thought that 
such letters should be carefully considered and 
submitted to the author of the original paper. 
The report was accepted unanimously. 


Reports of Special Committees 


National Emergency Committee 


A meeting of the National Emergency Com- 
mittee was held at 36. Gordon Square, W.C.1, on 
Thursday, July 13th, 1939. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Air Raid Precautions for Animals.—Reporis 
were received on meetings which had been held 
at the Home Office and Headquarters of the 
R.S.P.C.A., from which it was learned that at the 
latter of these meetings the bodies represented 
had decided to form a National A.R.P. Animals 
Committee, to ask the Lord Privy Seal to 
nominate an independent chairman and a_ per- 
manent representative on the Committee, and 
also to come to an arrangement with the N.V.M.A. 
for the work of the Committee to be carried on 
from 36, Gordon Square. 

It was agreed that this new committee should 
be afforded every assistance; the action of the 
Chairman in arranging for the attendance of the 
Hon. Secretary (Dr. Wooldridge) at the second 
of the above-mentioned meetings was approved, 
and it was also agreed that he continue to act as 
the Association’s representative on the new com- 
mittee. 

Replies were read from a number of Divisions 
with regard to the proposal made to them by the 
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Committee that they bring the N.V.M.A. scheme 
for an A.R.P. (Animals) Service before the local 
authorities in their respective areas. 

It was decided to send a further letter to the 
Divisions informing them of the decision to set 
up a National A.R.P. Animals Committee, of its 
constitution and functions, and intimating that 
they would be notified of any resolutions passed 
by that committee. It was agreed that no state- 
ment should appear in this circular which would 
discourage Divisions from making contact with 
local authorities as previously recommended. 

Scheme for the Protection of Practices—The 
Committee accepted the view of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners that the proposed 
scheme for the protection of the practices of 
“absentee” practitioners should be proceeded 
with. Suggestions in this connection were re- 
ceived from Dr. Hare, and these were referred 
to a sub-committee consisting of Mr. Steele- 
Bodger, the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. Bywater) and 
Dr. Hare for any necessary modification before 
being submitted to the Council for approval. 

Fees for A.R.P. Duties.—A resolution was 
passed by the Committee recording its opinion 
that payment should be made for technical ser- 
vices rendered by veterinary surgeons under 

P. schemes. 


Speaking in reference to the above report, 
the Presipent said that the Council had dealt 
with one part of it (air raid precautions for 
animals) fairly thoroughly. The other part 
had reference to the scheme for the protection 
of practices of absentee practitioners and he 
would like just to say a word about that. 

He was quite sure it was a matter of regret 
to many of them, and in particular to Dr, Hare, 
that the scheme for the protection of practices 
of absentee practitioners had to be rushed 
through almost at the last minute, in view of 
the fact that Dr. Hare went to such consider- 
able pains so many months ago to institute a 
comprehensive scheme, But both Dr. Hare and 


the other members of the Council would, he ~ 


Was sure, agree with him that the emergency, 
when it did arise, left no time to elaborate the 
scheme as formulated by Dr. Hare, He (the 
President) had an apology to make that owing 
to the pressure of N.A.R.P.A.C. work the 
scheme as published in the Veterinary Record 
of September 23rd was unfortunately an 
unrevised draft: it would be re-published in 
the issue of September 30th. 

Proceeding, the President said that this was 
essentially a gentleman’s agreement. As stated 
in the scheme, the N.V.M.A. accepted no 
financial or legal responsibility, but it was 
willing te do anything in its power to facilitate 
arrangements both for those who had left their 
practices and for those who were undertaking 
to work, as locum tenens, assistants, or as 
managers, or collectively. Therefore he hoped 
that all who could would help in any way they 
could to make a success of the scheme. He 
formally put that report to the Council for 
adoption, 

The report was carried unanimously. 
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Consultative Committee. 


The following report of this Committee 
(which had been circulated) was received and 
adopted without discussion on the motion of 
Dr. Woo.pripceE, seconded by Mr, CAMPBELL :— 


A meeting of the Consultative Committee was 
held at 36, Gordon uare, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
August 29th, 1939, when there were present: 
Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger (President), in the 
Chair; Mr. J. R. Barker, Mr. H. E. ~ ip a (Hon. 
Treasurer), Mr. H. W. Dawes, and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary). 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. 
Abbott and Mr. Donald Campbell. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been circulated, were taken as read and signe 
as correct. 

Proceedings at Ninth Meeting with the Ministry 
of Agriculture-——Correspondence was read and 
discussed and suitable replies formulated. 

Hardship Cases.—Information received from 
the Ministry in connection with three hardship 
cases was considered and a letter drafted in 
reply. 

Correspondence.—A letter from Mr. Hall 
Masheter, dated May 24th, commenting on the 
Editorial entitled, “The Agriculture Act— 
Part 1V—After One Year’s Working,” published 
in the Veterinary Record of May 20th, was read 
to the Committee. 

Consideration was given to several matters 
raised by Mr. J. Campbell Hill, of Lianelly, in a 
letter received through Mr. Chipperfield. The 
views of the Committee were obtained as to the 
replies which should be sent. ‘ 

Scheme Varying the Tuberculosis (Attested 
Herds) Scheme, 1938,and Explanatory Memoran- 
dum.—Copies of Ministry of Agriculture leaflets 
giving details of a scheme varying the Tuber- 
culosis (Attested Herds) Scheme, 1938, and 
explaining this scheme, were laid before the 
Committee. 

Swine Fever Investigations.—In view of the 
information placed before the Committee, it was 
agreed to make representations to the Ministry 
that Panel Inspectors should be notified more 
expeditiously of swine fever investigations than 
is the case at present in certain districts. 

ANY OTHER BUSLNESS 

Under this heading, Professor Craic said 
that he had noticed that the British Medical 
Association had publicly announced that they 
would not hold their annual meeting next year, 
and he thought it would be a useful thing if a 
conclusion was reached by the N.V.M.A. 
whether or not it cared to make a_ similar 
announcement, 

The PRESIDENT observed that on that he had 
something to say. He was very disappointed 
that Professor Craig should make that state- 
ment. He also had noticed that the British 
Medical Association had come to that decision. 
The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
had decided at its meeting that morning to 
leave the matter in abeyance: not to proceed 
with arrangements for the Congress, but, on the 
other hand, not to decide definitely at this 
stage to rescind their decision to hold the 
Congress, 
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Professor Craic said that it would certainly 
be most regrettable to him if the Congress 
was not held next year under the Chairman’s 
Presidency, (Hear, hear.) Nevertheless, he 
usked to be allowed to mention two facts con- 
cerning Southport, which had been chosen as 
the place of meeting for 1940. One point was 
that all the hotels had been requisitioned; the 
other was that even supposing the war ended 
soon, the arrangements for the Congress would 
be rather difficult to make: if they left these 
arrangements in abeyance for a time it would 
be even more difficult to hold a Congress of the 
type he would wish the Chairman tc preside 
over, 

The Prestpent said that in spite of what 
Professor Craig had said he would still like 
the decision they had taken in the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee to stand. Let 
them at any rate leave a decision until the next 
meeting of Council. (Applause.) 

Mr. Dunn: “I should not bother too much 
about Southport: my invitation to Hove still 
stands.” (Laughter.) 

The Presipent: “ Thank you, Mr, Dunn. 
That concludes the business of the meeting if 
no other member has any further business to 
bring forward, and I am grateful to you for 
your attendance.” 

The meeting terminated with the passing of 
a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman for 
his conduct of the proceedings. 


In Parliament 


The following are among the questions and 
answers recorded in the House of Commons 
recently :— 

Horses (PURCHASE) 


Mr. T. Wituiams asked the Secretary of State 
for War what instructions are given to those 
engaged in purchasing remounts; whether they 
are prevented from purchasing horses four years 
of age or under, and horses exceeding eight 
years; and what discretion they are allowed as 
to type or kind of horses to be purchased? 

Mr. Hore-BevisnA: Purchasers are informed of 
the number of horses to be purchased and the 
arm of the Service for which they are required. 
They are given a general description of the 
classes of horses suitable for military purposes, 
and are instructed not to exceed a maximum 
price of £60. Horses are bought from five years 
old upwards. There is no ban on horses over 
eight years old, but the price is reduced for each 
year in excess of eight. 

Mr. Witiiams: Can the right hon. Gentleman 
give any figures as to the cases which have 
occurred down to September 18th, and is he 
satisfied that there are not suitable horses at £60 
or less without having to resort to the progeny 
of Derby and St. Leger winners? 

Mr. Hore-BevisHa: | cannot give the figures 
without notice, and I am distressed to hear that 
the progeny of Derby winners have been taken. 

Mr. Wittiams: Will the right hon. Gentleman 
address himself to the first part of the question 
and get the figures? 
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Mr. Epwarps; Will the right hon. Gentleman 
make inquiries also about some purchases made 
in Yorkshire, where £60 has been paid for horses 
which the owners would gladly have sold for 
half the price? 

Mr. T. WittiaMs asked the Secretary of State 
for War whether he will explain the procedure 
to be followed by any person who is aggrieved 
at the prices offered for horses appropriated for 
war purposes and the constitution of the tri- 
bunal to deal with such cases? 

Mr. Hore-Bevisua: If the owner does not 
accept the amount paid or tendered as fair value, 
he has the right to appeal to the county court 
(in Scotland, the sheriffs court) within three 
weeks of the payment or tender, 

Mr. Wituiams: Will the county courts dealing 
with such cases be made aware of the Com- 
pensation Act, 1939, where, when the Govern- 
ment take over any commodity, any appreciation 
~ value is ignored when the purchase takes 
place? 

Mr. Hore-Betisua: | have no doubt that the 
learned judge will take into account every legal 
aspect of the matter. 

Sir E, Makins: [ beg to give notice that I will 
raise the whole question of the impressment of 
horses at the earliest possible moment on the 
Adjournment. 


On Tuesday last, on the motion for the 
adjournment, dir MAkINS raised the question 
of the * serious situation ” which had arisen from 
the requisitioning by the Government of valuable 
horses. He sata tnat the impressment officers 
had not carried out their instructions. Instead of 
rectitying their errors and returning the horses 
the authorities had taken cover behind the Army 
Act. There had been too much of this com- 
mandeering, not onty of horses, but also of hotels, 
schools, and other things. On posters they read 
that freedom was in peril and citizens were 
called on to defend it with all their might. He 
sometimes thought that our freedom was in peril 
not trom our enemies without but from the 
bureaucrats within. (Cheers.) 

Sir V. WARRENDER, Financial Secretary, War 
Office, said that he had called for a report from 
various district officers. In most cases the owners 
had realised that the country needed their 
horses. He could find no evidence in support of 
the contention that the impressment had been 
carried out in many cases contrary to the 
instructions issued by the War Office. Instruc- 
tions were issued that the personal interests of 
owners were to be considered as far as possible. 
Officers were not to take a horse from an owner 
whose livelihood depended on it, and they were 
to avoid purchasing mares fit for breeding. 
Generally they were to avoid taking high-class 
blood horses. 

The owner, after all, had the right to appeal 
to a County Court judge. In most transactions 
prices were agreed with the owners, and had 
been confirmed as being perfectly just and 
correct. It could) not be substantiated that 
owners of high-class horses in present condi- 
tions could lay claim to the same prices for their 
horses that might be expected had there been no 
outbreak of war. If there was any case of hard- 
ship the Secretary of State or himself would be 
only too willing to receive any representations 
which hon. members might make. e could not 
accept the suggestion that there had been any 
drastic or fantastic of individuals. 
Naturally there had been hardships, but owners 
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of horseflesh were not the only people who had 
suffered as the result of the war. 

Mr. T. said that nine high-bred 
horses had been impressed one of which was 
the progeny of a St. Leger, Derby, and Two 
Thousand Guineas winner. Their value was £200 
and upwards and the price offered was only £60. 


Cop Liver OL 


Sir A. Battie asked the Minister of Agri- 
culture why British suppliers are only allowin 
one-third of the normal requirements of c 
liver oil to their customers, and at a price which 
is double what it was a month ago, although 
there are adequate supplies in the country? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: | have been asked to 
reply. | understand that deliveries of cod liver 
oil through the trade have lately been reduced 
with the object of conserving stocks in the 
country, pending the completion of the plans 
for safeguarding future supplies to which I 
referred in my reply to my hon. Friend on 
September 28th. inquiries are proceeding re- 
garding the recent increase in price and I will 
communicate further with my hon. Friend. 


PEDIGREE 


Mr. J. MorGan asked the Minister of Agri- 
culture what the attitude of the Government is 
towards the maintenance of pedigree pig herds 
under war-time circumstances? 

Sir RK. Dorman-Smiru: The Government hopes 
that owners of pedigree pigs will maintain their 
herds during the war, so that adequate breeding 
stock may be available when peace-time pro- 
duction is resumed. 


ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS SERVICES, WALES 


Mr. J. Grirriras asked the Minister of Health 
what further measures have been taken to deal 
with the recommendations made in the report 
on Anti-Tuberculosis Services in Wales? 

Mr. Extuior: Action on the report has unfor- 
tunately been interrupted by the war, and I 


cannot say how soon it will be possible, in the~ 


new circumstances, for the authorities con- 
cerned to complete their consideration of the 
matters involved. The hutted hospitals in Den- 
bigh and at Chepstow are being proceeded with 
and these will, | hope, be of assistance, subject 
to the requirements of the casualty service, in 
connection with tuberculosis patients. 


DANGEROUS DRUGS (THEFTS FROM CARS) 


Mr. A. Epwarps asked the Home Secretary 
whether, in view of the many cases of dangerous 
drugs stolen from the cars of medical practi- 
tioners, he will take steps to ensure that such 
persons are penalised for their neglect? 

Sir J. ANpERSON: It is, of course, important 
that special care shall be taken as regards the 
custody of drugs, but I know of no ground for 
the suggestion that legislation is required to 
check carelessness by medical practitioners. My 
Department has heard of only 14 cases in the 
last twelve months where drugs have been 
included among articles stolen from cars, and in 
ten of these cases the drugs were recovered 
intact. 

Sir J. Lamp: Will my right hon. Friend take 
steps to ascertain the actual number of these 
cases, not those which his Department has heard 
of, because this question was asked four years 


ago and since then repeated cases have occurred 
ot dangerous drugs being taken from cars? 

Sir J. ANDERSON: These matters should be re- 
ported to the police, and they will then auto- 
matically come to the notice of my Department. 
If they are not reported there is no way in which 
the information can get to my Department. 

Dr. Guest: Is there any foundation for the 
suggestion that a large number of these cases 
have taken place? It seems rather a slur on the 
medical profession. 

Mr. A. Epwarops: Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that the B.B.C. have frequently had to 
warn people of these occurrences and against 
taking these drugs? 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Nov. 1st.—All changes of address to be re- 
ported to RegiStrar, R.C.V.S. 
Nov. 6th.—-Meeting of the Editorial Commit- 
tee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 
Noy. 9%th.—Commencing date of 
Management Examination. 
* * * ae * 


COUNTRY-WIDE EXTENSION OF 
N.A.R.PLALC. ACTIVITIES 

The National A.R.P. for Animals Committee, 
which was entrusted by the Home Office with 
the creation of an A.R.P. service for animals in 
all evacuable areas, has now been asked to 
extend its organisation so as to embrace the 
reception and rural areas over the greater part 
of the country. Although greater precautions 
must be taken in the urban areas, for it is 
recognised that the normal dispersal of live- 
stock in rural areas confers comparative 
immunity, provision must now be made to mini- 
mise the effects of any air attack which may 
be made in agricultural districts. Accordingly, 
certain veterinary surgeons have been invited 
by N.A.R.P.A.C. to act as County Veterinary 
Officers, to develop and co-ordinate the activi- 
ties of other members of the profession and 
animal welfare societies in their area. It is 
hoped that every veterinary surgeon will 
volunteer to help in this important work so that 
a country-wide organisation, capable of dealing 
with any emergency, can be called upon should 
the need arise. In order to assist in this further 
development of the N.A.R.PLA.C. organisation, 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, Honorary Secretary of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
has been appointed Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer. 

An Appeals Sub-Committee of 
has been formed with Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
President, N.V.M.A., as Chairman, and a 
separate branch—the Registration Branch 
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has been established at 166, Cromwell Road, 
S.W., in order to organise both the registration 
of animals and the house-to-house appeal for 
funds which is shortly to be launched. This 
collection will be in the hands of the newly 
enrolled volunteer “ National Animal Guards“ 
who will act in some ways as a liaison between 
the trained persennel of N.A.R.P.A.C, (consist- 
ing of members of the veterinary profession 
and the animal welfare societies and the 
general public. The * National Animal Guards ™ 
will not, as a body, play any part in the 
emergency treatment of animals. 


SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLIES OF PETROLEUM 
FOR VETERINARY SURGEONS 


We regret that through the explanation made 
by the Mines Department being misunderstood 
we made the erroneous announcement in 
our last issue that veterinary surgeons would 
be granted from 75 per cent. to 100 per cent. of 
their normal supply of petrol. 

The President and other representatives of 
the Association are having a further interview 
with the Mines Department, as we go to press, 
and we hope to be in a position next week to 
clear the matter up. 


NEXT ISSUE OF PETROL RATION BOOKS 


It was officially announced on Tuesday that 
the next issue of basic petrol ration books will 
be made for a period beginning November 23rd 
and ending on December 31st or January 31st. 
The actual date of the termination of this issue 
has not vet been decided, though it will be on 
one of the dates mentioned in order that the 
subsequent issue of ration books can be for a 
period starting at the beginning of a month. In 
this connection we would repeat our intimation 
of last week to the effect that all applications 
for supplementary allowances of petroleum 
should go through the liaison officer, 


LIAISON OFFICER List COMPLETED 


In our issue of October 14th we published a 
list of veterinarians appointed, at that date, to 
officiate as liaison officers between veterinary 
surgeons and Divisional Petroleum Officers with 
a view to facilitating the provision of additional 
supplies of petrol for members of the profession. 
We are pleased to be able to report the follow- 
ing additions, which bring the list to completion. 

Southern Division. —- Divisional Petroleum 
Officer: Mr. H. B. Hermon-Hodge, St. Lawrence’s 
Hall, Abbey Street, Reading (Counties of Surrey 
—less that part of the Metropolitan Police Area 
lying within that county—Hants—plus the areas 
of Poole Borough, Wimborne inster Urban 
District and Wimborne and Cranborne_ Rural 
District—Isle of Wight, Berks, Oxford, and 
Bucks). 
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Liaison Officer: Mr. G. P. Male, M.n.c.v.s., 50, 
Friar Street, Reading, Berks. 

South-Eastern Division—Divisional Petroleum 
Officer: Mr. A. Lyons, Bank House, 1, London 
Road, Tunbridge Wells (Kent and Sussex, less 
that part of the Metropolitan Police Area lying 
within the County of Kent). 

Liaison Officer: Mr. A. Thomson, M.R.C.Vv.S., 
Hon. Secretary, South-Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., 
Wellcome Research Laboratories, Langley Court, 
Beckenham, Kent. 

North Scotland Area.—Divisional Petroleum 
Officer: Mr. J. Mackenzie, 10, Constitution Road, 
Dundee (Counties of Angus (Forfar), Aberdeen, 
Banff, Kincardine, Moray, Orkney, Shetland, 
Nairn, Inverness, Ross and Cromarty, Sutherland, 
and Caithness). 

Liaison Officer: Major A. Spreull, b.s.o., 
M.R.C.V.S., 78, Ward Road, Dundee, Forfar. 


R.C.V.S. FELLOWSHIP AWARD 


At the recent quarterly meeting of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, the 
proceedings at which will shortly be reported in 
our columns, it was announced in the report of 
the Examinations Committee that the Diploma 
of Fellow had been conferred on Mr. Roderick 
MacGregor, M.R.C.V.s., Government Veterinary 
Surgeon, Pahang West, Raub, Federated Malay 
States, for a Thesis on “ The Domestic Buffalo.” 


PERSONAL 


Appointment.—Mr. Andrew Wilson, M.R.C.V.S., 
p.vV.S.M., of “Bel trees,” Glasgow, has been 
appointed an Assistant Veterinary Inspector to 
the Corporation of Birmingham. 


ae * * 


R.C.V.S.. OBITUARY 


Pearb, John Holmer Harrison, Ashtown House, 
Castleknock, Dublin. Graduated London, March 
30th, 1875. Died October 21st, 1939; aged 86 
vears. 

Mr. J. H. PEARD, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. J. H. H. Peard, whose death we record 
above with much regret, was until he reached 
very advanced years, not only a well-known 
practitioner in Ireland but renowned as_ an 
owner and breeder of thoroughbreds. The 
London Times says of him, in reference to the 
latter major interest of his long and active life, 
“Mr. Peard, who to the last generation of 
followers of racing has been only a name, was 
in his time a very fine judge of a horse, and 
his advice on the subject was much sought after 
by many leading owners and breeders. When 
Mr. T. Pilkington decided that he would like to 
own a really high-class racehorse he sought the 
advice of Peard, who recommended the purchase 
of Prince Palatine, bred by Colonel Hall Walker, 
afterwards Lord Wavertree, at his stud at Tully, 
in County Kildare. Mr. Pilkington gave £2,000 
for the colt, who afterwards won for him the St. 
Leger. Prince Palatine also won the Gold Cup 
at Ascot in 1912 and 1913. Peard also bought 
Christmas Daisy in Ireland for £120, and later 
sold him for £3,000 to the famous Druids Lodge 
confederacy, Captain W. B. Purefoy, Mr. A. P 
Cunliffe, and Mr. E. A. Wigan, Christmas Daisy 
00 ,,the Cambridgeshire twice, in 1909 and 
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GENERAL OBITUARY 
Dr. G. D. Lander 


We learn with the deepest regret, as we go to 
press, of the sudden death of George D. Lander, 
b.Sc., the eminent veterinary toxicologist. During 
the years 1903 to 1920 Dr. Lander was Professor 
of Chemistry at the Royal Veterinary College, 
London, and since 1923 he has served the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons as Examiner in 
Chemistry and Physics. Dr. Lander, whose 
home was at Tenterden, Kent, passed away at 
Ashford on Wednesday last. A memoir will 
appear in our next issue. 

Dr. J. A. LOESER 

We regret to announce the death, on September 
12th, of Dr. J. A. Loeser. It will be recalled, 
from the editorial article which we printed in 
our issue of August 12th, that he was one of the 
most promising workers in the field of animal 
behaviour, a subject which portends to be of 
enormous importance in the elucidation of the 
problems of psychology in general. Before his 
death he had under preparation a special review 
which he was writing, on request, for the 
Veterinary Record dealing with the study of 
animal behaviour in relation to the veterinary 
profession. He had achieved great brilliance as 
a research worker in Berlin by his original and 
somewhat novel views on the concept of instinct. 
He had risen to fill the post of Professor of 
Psychology at the University of Berlin but came 
to this country as a refugee about eight months 
ago. His early death at the age of 41 years must 
be looked upon as a great loss to science. 

* us * 


LEGAL NOTES 

Child's Claim for Damages for Dog Bite Fails. 

In the King’s Bench Division of the High Court, 
recently (states The Times) Mr. Justice Wrottes- 
ley upheld the submission that there was no 
case to answer and entered judgment for the 
defendants in the action in which John Cyril 
Lee, an infant, five vears of age, suing by his 
mother, Mrs. Blanche Winifred Palgrave, as next 
friend, and Mrs. B. Palgrave, on her own 
behalf, sued the defendants, Walkers, a_ firm, 
and Mr. Harold Walker, both of 333, Green Lanes, 
Harringay, N., for damages for personal injuries 
sustained by the infant plaintiff which the’ plain- 
tiffs pleaded were the result of his having been 
bitten by a fierce dog alleged to have been 
knowingly kept by the defendants, and_ for 
expenses to which the second plaintiff had been 
put in connection with the injuries sustained by 
the infant plaintiff. 

The defendants denied that the dog was of a 
fierce or mischievous disposition, and pleaded 
that the child was a trespasser and was guilty 
of contributory negligence approaching, 
touching, or otherwise interfering with the dog. 

Mr. P. L. E. Rawlins appeared for the plain- 
tiffs; and Mr. Arthian Davies for the defendants. 

Mr. Rawlins, replying to the submission on 
behalf of the defendants that no case had been 
made out, said that there was an implied invita- 
tion to the boy to enter the room where he was 
injured. If that were the case, he was an invitee 
and the duty cast on the owners of the premises 
in all the circumstances was not the normal 


duty owed by the occupier of premises to a 
licensee, but the higher duty of making the 


premises reasonably safe for a child. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 28th, 1639. 


JUDGMENT 


His Lordship, in giving judgment, said that 
in deciding the case at that stage he must do so 
on the basis that the dog had previously bitten 
a child and was theretore ot a mischievous 
propensity and likely to bite. The law relating 
to animats and particularily to dogs was set oui 
in Sycamore v. Ley (147 L.T. Rep. 342). The 
position in the present case, on the basis whicn 
he had stated, was that, if a person had a dog 
which had evinced a propensity to bite, his 
responsibility was the same as if he kept an 
animal of a fierce nature, that was to say, if a 
person chose to keep such an animal he must 
take care to keep it under proper control. If 
he failed to do so, he must be held answerabie 
for any damage which it might do, subject to 
this exception, that the person to whom injury 
was done must not have brought it on himself. 

In the circumstances of the present case he 
(his Lordship) had no doubt that the chill 
had brought this accident on himself by what 
he did. He went to the dog, who was having 
his dinner under the table, put his arm roun:t 
the dog and, when he thought that the dog had 
finished eating, kissed him. The accident was 
due not to the fact of the dog’s not being kepl 
under control but to the fact that it was inter- 
fered with. Had the dog been an animal of the 
mildest disposition he did not think that it could 
be expected to tolerate the treatment which, in 
ignorance, it received from this little boy, and 
no control, either in the case of a mild or fierce 
animal, would have prevented the accident in 
the circumstances, 

A further submission, however, was made on 
behalf of the plaintiffs—-namely, that the child 
was invited into that room by the defendants 
and that it was, therefore, their duty to take 
care that no harm came to him. In his view, 
the child was not invited into the room: he 
strayed into the room and there was no evidence 
that anyone but his grandmother knew that he 

vas there. “ It is permission that must be proved, 
not tolerance ” se Lord Dunedin in Robert 
Addie & Sons (Collieries), Ltd. v. Dumbreck (45 
The Times L.R., 267, at p. 270; (1929) A.C. 358, 
at p. 373)). 

In the present case the highest that it could 
possibly be put, assuming it was shown that the 
owners of the shop, or their representatives, 
knew that the child was in the room, was that 
it was a case of tolerance. There was no evidence 
that the defendants knew that the plaintiff was 
in the room, and he (his Lordship) could not 
see that they had been guilty of any breach of 
duty. Their duty was to keep the dog under 

roper control, and in his opinion there was no 
failure in that duty. 

In those circumstances the plaintiff's only 
yossible cause of action failed and there must 
ve judgment for the defendants with costs. 


WAR EMERGENCY SCHEME FOR MILK 
RECORDING 


The Council of the Shorthorn Society is to 
support the Central Council of Milk Recording 
Societies in the operation of a war emergency 
scheme for milk recording. The emergency 
scheme follows the cancellation of the Ministry’s 
grants, which the Shorthorn Society regards with 
“profound regret.” 

The Society has passed a_ resolution describ- 
ing the withdrawal of the Ministry’s authority 
as a serious blow to the movement. “ It is not 
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only the loss of financial aid, nor of the prestige 
of the Ministry’s direction, but also of the super- 
vision by Livestock Officers which is recognised 
by this Council as having been of great value,” 
reads the resolution. “ Already many farmers 
have ceased to record their cows and it is 
inevitable that the use of inferior bulls will 
follow the Ministry’s action.” 

The Council also deplores the Ministry’s 
decision not to acgept new applications for the 
attested herds scheme in view of the fact that 
many herd owners have been taking the neces- 
sary steps, involving considerable expenditure, 
to enabte their herds to become attested.— 
Farmers’ Weekly. 


DECONTAMINATION OF LEATHER BY WARM 
WATER 


The British Leather Manufacturers’ Research 
Association, which has been conducting trials 
in conjunction with the Chemical Detence 
Research Department, has published a report 
dealing with the decontamination, by means ol 
warm water, of leather and leather articles con- 
taminated with blister gas. 

Decontamination trom blister gas by immer- 
sion in boiling water cannot be applied to leather 
goods because the leather is severely damaged 
by the treatment. Solutions of chemicals will 
destroy the blister gas, but to prevent damage 
they must be removed by a subsequent treatment, 
and this process has not been developed as a 
standard teature because warm water treatment 
has proved equally effective and is more simple 
to operate. It has been found that at a tempera- 
ture of 50°C. (120° F.), which can be applied to 
almost all types of leather without damage, 
decontamination of the leather from blister gas 
is complete within six hours. The leather 
articles are first soaked in cold water for an 
hour, and then kept in warm water. 

The Chemical Research Department has found 
that this process satisfactorily decontaminates 
Service boots which have been contaminated, 
even heavily, with drops and smears of blister 
gas. With regard to articles in civilian use it 
has been found that damage to the article, as 
distinct from the leather in the article, may 
occur if it contains components which are not 
resistant to warm water. Of 109 articles tested, 
however, pronounced damage occurred only in 
nine cases. All the other articles remained 
serviceable, and the conclusion was reached that 
the warm water decontamination treatment can 
be safely applied to a very large majority of the 
leather articles in common use. 


PEDIGREE BREEDERS IN WAR-TIME 


In the autumn issue of the Pig Breeders’ 
Gazette, the National Pig Breeders’ Association’s 
quarterly, reference is made to the pedigree 
stock breeder in time of war. The extent to 
which pedigree breeders will be permitted to 
carry on is discussed: breed improvement work, 
however important, has not the same official 
recognition in this country as abroad. “ As yet.” 
it is stated, “none of the plans of our agri- 
cultural departments seem to have taken into 
account the pedigree breeder. The time seems 
overdue when the Ministry of Agriculture and 
the relevant Boards vested with statutory powers 
should not only take into account the work of 
pedigree breeders, but should encourage them 
to feel that they have a definite place in the 
scheme of things.” 
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WINTER CLOSURE AT WHIPSNADE 


The Council of the Zoological Society have 
decided to close the Whipsnade Zoo at the end 
of the month, reopening in March, one of the 
principal reasons being that the reduced staff 
will have to cope with an extensive agricultural 
scheme on the undeveloped area of the estate, 
which covers about 200 out of Whipsnade’s 500 
acres. Of this area at least 20 acres are to be 
sown with wheat under Government control, 
and the rest are to be devoted to such crops as 
the Society needs tor the feeding of the animals. 

These new activities will mean that the stalf 
cannot devote themselves in the winter to serv- 
ing the needs of the public as well, while the 
reduction in the numbers of the latter conse- 
quent upon petrol restrictions will produce 
altered financial conditions in themselves 
necessitating the closure of the Park. 

The London Gardens, however, are open as 
usual, and (as has been many times emphasised 
by the officers of the Society) their stock of 
animals is to all intents and purposes normal. 


* * * 


NATIONAL RAT WEEK 


In view the serious depredations on food 
stocks by racs, the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries considers that tue annual Rat Week 
should be held this year notwithstanding the 
war. The Week will begin on November 6th, 
and the Minister asks everyone to make a special 
elfort during the week to destroy any rats on 
their own lands and premises and to take all 
possible steps towards securing concerted action 
against these vermin. The Rats and = Mice 
(Vestruction) Act, 1919, places obligation 
upon every occupier of “land,” which term 
includes buildings on or under land, to take steps 
to destroy rats and mice on the property which 
he occupies and to prevent such property from 
becoming infested. The Ministry’s Advisory 
Leaflet No. 49-—-** The Destruction of Rats and 
Mice” contains information and advice’ on 
methods for dealing with rats. A copy may be 
obtained free of charge from the Offices of the 
Ministry, 10, Whitehatl Place, London, S.W.1. 
Further information on the subject of rats is 
contained in Bulletin No. 30, “ Rats and How to 
Exterminate Them,” copies of which are obtain- 
able through any bookseller, or direct from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, price 6d. (7d. post paid). 


* * * * as 


SALE OF MILK TO SCHOOLS 


“The Milk Marketing Board is suggesting that 
the conditions governing the sale of milk to 
schools should be relaxed owing to war-time 
difficulties,” states the Farmers’ Weekly, which 
continues: “In some country § districts, it is 
reported, medical officers are demanding that 
only pasteurised milk should be supplied to the 
schools and that third-of-a-pint bottles should be 
used. With a large increase in the demand, due 
to the evacuation from the towns, farmers have 
found it impossible to comply with these condi- 
tions. It would, of course, be absurd to expect 
every farmer to install an expensive pasteurising 
and bottling plant for this purpose. In a number 
of cases, however, the local authorities have 
me a agreed to accept bulk supplies of raw 
milk.” 
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LOCUSTS IN AFRICA: 
SCHEME FOR PERMANENT CONTROL 


“The East African Governments are con- 
sidering proposals prepared by the Locust Control 
Committee of the Imperial Economic Advisory 
Council for the establishment of measures of 
permanent control in Africa,” states the Nairobi 
correspondent of The Times, who continues: 
“The scheme had its origin in discussions at 
the fifth International Anti-Locust Conference 
held in Brussels in August, 1938. Summarised, 
the proposals fall under six heads:— 

(1) A permanent international organisation 
with a contribution towards the funds required 
for the preventive control of the outbreak areas 
of each species by every country liable to in- 
vasion by that species. 

(2) General co-ordination of the organisation 
for the control to be entrusted to an_ inter- 
national committee, on which each of the 
participating Governments would be represented, 
with liberty to each Government at any time to 
send one of their own officers to inspect the 
control work. 

(3) Technical problems to be discussed by 
periodical local conferences of experts, whose 
conclusions are to be forwarded to the inter- 
national committee and to each Government. 

(4) A separate control staff or inspectorate for 
each species. 

(5) Government contributions on an agreed 
scale for an initial period of five years, after 
which the financial basis will be reviewed. 

(6) A sum in the annual estimates to be allotted 
to a special cumulative fund to be set aside for 
abnormal expenditure when incipient swarms 
are in unusual numbers. 

“It is remarked that hitherto the policy has 
been mostly defensive, involving the expendi- 
ture of vast sums of money when the full force 
of an invasion has already developed. It is now 
considered possible to envisage a_ preventive 
policy of control measures at the outbreak 
centres at relatively small cost. 

“It is proposed that African dependencies and 
territories of the British Colonial Empire should 
contribute £4,270 for capital expenditure and. 
£5,728 for annual recurrent expenditure. Kenya’s 
share would be £1,035 for capital and £1,540 
annually for five years. The Government. of 
Kenya have in principle welcomed participa- 
tion; but they are waiting for further information 
on the allocation of the cost between the, various 
territories. It is proposed that the headquarters 
for control of the desert locust should be in the 
Sudan, for the migratory locust in the French 
Sudan, and for the red locust in Northern 
Rhodesia.” 


The Council .of the Shire Horse Society has 
decided to abandon the 1940 London show, 
which was due to be held at the Royal Agri- 
cultural Hall in February. 


* * * 


The Royal Sanitary Institute and the Royal 
Sanitary Institute and Sanitary Inspectors Ex- 
amination Joint Board announce the resumption 
of examinations on a restricted scale, particu- 
lars of which will be supplied on app ication 
to the Institute or the Board at their address at 


90, Buckingham Palace Road, Westminster, 
London, S.W.1. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 28th, 1939. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday s 
issue. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or havirg received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


% * 


THE PROFESSION AND THE SLAUGHTERING 
OF ANIMALS UNDER THE MEAT SCHEME 
OF THE MINISTRY OF FOOD 


To THe Eprron or tHe VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—Final preparations are being made for 
the launching in this country by the Ministry of 
Food of an ambitious and elaborate scheme for 
the slaughtering of food animals. 

Such great attention has been paid to so many 
aspects of the preparations that it is almost 
incredible to find no special arrangements for 
the veterinary examination of the animals before 
and after slaughter. This omission is difficult 
to understand when it is remembered that the 
authorities in this country” attach marked 
importance to the strict observance of these 
examinations in countries exporting meat to 
Britain. Had the scheme been a simple one the 
slighting of the profession would have’ been 
more readily comprehensible, but the detail is 
such that the omission can scarcely be other than 
intentional. 

One had understood that the Minister con- 
cerned, when in another post, had expressed his 
intention of discussing with our ruling bodies 
all matters affecting the profession. Perhaps he 
did not consider the slaughtering of animals to 
come within our province. 

Yours faithfully, 
Joun C. GRAN”. 

The North of Scotland College 

of Agriculture, 
Veterinary Department, 
Marischal College, 

Aberdeen. 

October 11th, 1939. 
SULPHANILAMIDE IN) THE TREATMENT 
OF MASTITIS 


To tHe Eprron or THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir, page 1248 of your issue of October 
14th Professor Boddie, in replying to the dis- 
cussion on his paper at the Congress, is reported 
as saying that | had mentioned the failure of 
sulphanilamide in the treatment of mastitis. 

I have been in touch with Professor Boddie on 
this point and we agree that it was through a 
slip in making notes during the discussion that 
Professor Boddie thought I had so reported. 

The purpose of this letter is to make it clear 
that there is no difference of opinion between 
Dr. Stableforth and myself in this matter. I know 
that the extent of my experience on the use of 
sulphanilamide the treatment of mastitis 
cannot be compared with that of Dr, Stableforth; 
it does, however, bear out the findings which he 
has reported. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. F. MonrGomenrte. 

The Wellcome Physiological Research 

Laboratories, 
Langley Court, 
Beckenham, 


Kent. 
October 20th, 1939. 


